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A Note from the Chair
KAMM Family,
Thank you to everyone who attended the 2022 KAMM Family Reunion in Erlanger last month!
After two years of virtual conferences, it was quite invigorating to have over 170 members together
in person once again, and we had 76 who were first-time attendees!
Our theme, Rooted in Mitigation, focused upon the various professional
disciplines that comprise our KAMM family. Fourteen of these
disciplines were highlighted on our conference KAMM Family Crests,
designed by KAMM Region II Rep, Joe Sullivan. Although we come in
a variety of mitigation shapes, sizes, and temperaments, there are
many commonalities among the members of our KAMM family that
define who we are and shape how we use our expertise to strengthen
our communities every day.
KAMM began as a small group of individuals who envisioned the potential benefits of establishing a nonprofit
association of like-minded professionals, and it has grown over almost two decades to a strong and diverse family of
mitigation specialists. Knowing that we have a strong organization to support our work -- others who understand
what it is like to serve the public interests and to deal with all kinds of different folks every day; people with whom
we can commiserate when we feel like we are failing and with whom we can celebrate when things go right -- makes
us better mitigation managers within our communities. When disaster hits, it is good to have strong roots!
We have 265 members this year – a banner year for KAMM!! We provide great value for our $25 annual membership
fee, but we could not possibly make ends meet without our sponsors. This year we have 11 sponsors whose
contributions not only make our conference possible at affordable rates but keep our organization going strong all
year long. Please look for our sponsor information throughout the newsletter and at our website and follow the links
to assess the services that they can provide for your community.
This edition of the KAMM newsletter is loaded with conference recaps, including regional and committee meeting
reports. The KAMM Board of Directors appreciates each of you and will continue to work diligently over the months
ahead to provide current mitigation information and connections to resources through our conference, committees,
regional trainings, newsletter, monthly eNews, social media updates, and our website,
https://www.kymitigation.org. Stay tuned for upcoming committee meetings, regional trainings, and other activities
that will strengthen your mitigation roots!
Esther White,
KAMM Chair, Chair@kymitigation.org

KAMM was formed in order to promote natural hazard mitigation and management in Kentucky. Our members represent local
floodplain coordinators, planning and zoning officials, engineers, surveyors, GIS specialists, hydrologists, public safety and
emergency managers.

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com

KAMM Newsletter

|Fall 2022

3

A Note from the Vice Chair
KAMM Conference 2022!!
Wasn’t it great to get the family back together for the 2022 Conference?!?! A big shout out to Pam and Esther for
planning a fantastic conference, at a moment’s notice, in Northern Kentucky. Working together to grow and
learn in the midst of a disaster, and being flexible in the midst of changes, Pam and Esther were shining
examples of the KAMM family. Thanks to their efforts along with the Planning Team and KAMM Board, we
were able to do what KAMM does best; collaborate, gain new techniques and knowledge, and make Kentucky
more resilient by learning from past experiences. Thank you both so much!

KAMM Conference Looking Ahead to 2023!
Building on the success of this year’s conference, we will once again try to head to eastern Kentucky. We look forward to meeting
you in Prestonsburg, at the Mountain Arts Center, next year. Please mark your calendar for September 18-21, 2023 for KAMM
Conference 2023. Conference registration opens in early July on the KAMM website, www.kymitigaiton.org.
See you soon at our March Regional Trainings!

Geni Jo Brawner
KAMM Conference Chair

SAVE THE DATE

KAMM Annual Conference - Prestonsburg
September 18 Preconference Day
September 29 - 21, 2023 Annual Conference
Call for Abstracts in early 2023!

Renewing Membership for 2023!
Membership is based on the calendar year. $25 for membership!
We will send a reminder soon to update your membership for 2023!
Organizations/Agencies can register up to 10 members for $250.

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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KAMM’s Community Mitigation Grant Fundraising – Giving Tuesday
Tuesday, November 29
Get ready! As a non-profit, KAMM will again be offering funds for projects that promote hazard mitigation through our annual
community mitigation grant fundraising. Monies from our fundraising go toward a community hazard mitigation project. The
2023 grants are anticipated to range from $2,000 - $3,000 based upon the results of our fundraisers.
For details, link to http://www.kymitigation.org/kamms-community-fundraiser/.
We have 3 ways to donate.
•
•
•

PayPal - KAMM Community Fundraiser Cash Donation.
Use our QR Code.
Write a check. Send your donation to KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
A BIG thanks to our Awards and Grants Committee for their hard work!

KAMM Sponsor – GPD - Thank You!

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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Welcome to new KAMM Members
First Name

Last Name

Organization

First Name

Last Name

Organization

Jeffrey

Adams

City of Bowling Green

Michaela

Lambert

Kentucky Division of Water

Michael

Aldridge

Harrison County Emergency Management

Heather

Lashley

City of Bowling Green

Jill

Allen

RA Consultants

Todd

Livingston

Kentucky Emergency Management

Jon

Allen

Nesbitt Engineering Inc

Ryan

Lloyd

KIPDA

Jacob

Anderson

Big Sandy Area Development District

Chris

Lyons

Qk4 Incorporated

Nick

Bailey

Hopkins County Emergency Management

Jennifer

Marks

Henderson City-County Planning Comm.

Marla

Biles

Juvare

Janeen

McDermott

AECOM

Richie

Blum

City of Russell

Bobby

McGee

City of Arlington

John

Bowen

Western Kentucky University

Allison

Mcleary

Tetra Tech

Chris

Brewer

EUDS Consulting

Margaret

Minzner

OKI

Timothy

Butts

City of Bowling Green

Seth

Mittle

GRW

Brian

Clark

Woodford County Emergency Management

Martin

Nuss

City of Oak Grove

David

Coe

Kentucky Division of Water

Justin

Otto

Campbell County Office of EM

Matthew

Cooper

Gateway Area Development District

Gary

Ousley

Alchemy Engineering Associates

Jeremy

Couch

City of Richmond

Kerrie

Patton

Big Sandy Area Development District

Julia

Dian-Reed

NOAA/NWS

Abby

Perez

Lincoln Trail Area Development District

Donnie

Dornhaggen

Campbell County Police

Jarrod

Poteet

City of Bowling Green

Sanja

Dudaric

City of Bowling Green

Madeline

Pruszenski

Kentucky Division of Water

Taylor

Fields

City of Mt. Washington

Melanie

Pugh

Beaver Creek Hydrology

Mark

French

University of Louisville

Julie

Ratcliff

GRW

Ashley

Fuentes

USACE

Jeremy

Reynolds

Georgetown-Scott County Planning Commission

Sarah

Gaddis

Kentucky Division of Water

April

Gallimore

Fulton County Fiscal Court

John

Rice

Student studying Emergency Management

Kenny

Garrett

Henderson Office of Emergency Management

Mary Beth

Robson

Versailles-Midway-Woodford Co. Planning

Amanda

Gowans

ISO/Verisk

Brad

Schargorodski

City of Bowling Green

Chelly

Hall

Verisk Analytics

Daryl

Sexton

Metcalfe County Emergency Management

William

Hargan

Green County Fiscal Court

Mark

Sites

Louisville MSD

Phyllis

Harmon-Knight

Carroll County Fiscal Court

Colie

Smith

GRADD

Moe

Hillard

City of Bowling Green

Derrick

Snyder

National Weather Service

Courtenay

Howell

City of Bowling Green

Braydon

Sode

Big Sandy Area Development District

Scott

Hunt

City of Bowling Green

Timothy

Troutman

Disaster Resiliency Experts

Matthew

Hurley

Thoroughbred Engineering

Nick

Turner

ATKINS

Joe

Jacobs

Big Sandy Area Development District

Katie

Umberg

Arcadis

Micah

Johnson

Groundwork Ohio River Valley

Jeffrey

Van Meter

Associated Engineers, Inc.

Chris

Kaeff

Williams Creek Management Corp

Troy

Williams

LaRue County Emergency Management

Tony

Keithley

Hart County Emergency Management

Jeffery

Wood

Western Kentucky University

Michael

Kochasic

NWS

Robert

Yoder

City of Silver Grove

Marvin

Kuryala

AECOM

William

York

City of Benton

Tommy

Lakes

Campbell County Police

Jeremy

Young

Jessamine County-City of Wilmore P & Z

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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2022 KAMM Conference Recap

Quick Conference Recap Links
Link to Conference Photos

Link to KAMM Preconference Day Workshop Recap
•

Link to the 2022 KAMM Preconference Agenda Updated with room assignments.

Link to KAMM Conference Presentations
•

2022 KAMM Conference Agenda Final rev

Link to our complete collection of those pesky acronyms – acronyms-2022 Final–

Link to 2022 Sponsors. a BIG thank you!

KAMM Newsletter

|Fall 2022

7

Welcome to the Conference

. Esther White, KAMM Chair, welcomes our attendees to the 18th KAMM Conference.

Our Keynote Speakers
KAMM’s Keynote speakers were Col. Jeremy Slinker, KYEM; and Carey Johnson, DOW. Esther White gives Carey and Jeremy an
engraved bottle of bourbon as a speaker gift.

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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KAMM Annual Cornhole Tournament
Mike Greene and Ben Krebs announce cornhole teams.
Cornhole Winners – Alex VanPelt and Jeremy Couch

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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KAMM Annual Awards
-

Lori Rafferty, 2021 Mitigation

Mario Sebastiani, Awards Committee Lead

Manager of the Year with Jason York,

with John Bowen for the 2022 Mitigation

2022 Mitigation Manager of the Year

Project of the Year - Western Kentucky

Jason York, Bath County EMA, leads by example. Jason's

University Disaster Science Operation Center

testimony on the tragedy he witnessed - and was a part

Those involved with the creation of the center are Dr. Josh

of - were the inspiration for the WARN (Weather

Durkee, David Oliver, John Bowen, and Casey Archey.

Awareness for a Rural Nation) project. His response to
the tragic loss of five members of an Amish family in his
county in 2020 from a flash flood have fueled a multiagency grass roots effort to prevent the recurrence of
such a tragedy in Kentucky - or any other rural area because of lack of awareness or information on
threatening weather.

Western Kentucky University/ White Squirrel Weather - The
Disaster Science Operation Center (DSOC) was designed to
provide all-hazard mitigation and decision support services to
Western Kentucky University's (WKU) campus, local
communities, and regional partners. The center became
operational just before the December tornado outbreak in 2021.
The first activation of DSOC was for the support and response

While the WARN project was initiated out of an Amish

to the tornados that impacted Bowling Green and Warren

tragedy, it is envisioned that its efforts will help protect

County. It played a key role in WKU's response and recovery

ALL rural citizens via improved awareness and response

efforts during and after the incident. The center also partnered

to extreme weather events. The WARN project will serve

with the local Warren County EM office and National Weather

to "leave no person behind" with regard to weather

Service in Louisville to assist with damage surveys and EOC

safety.

operations.

In addition to garnering the respect and trust of the

DSOC's focus since has been on providing mitigation and

Amish Community in Bath County, Jason has engaged

decision support to events, both local and national, and

the active participation of his University of Kentucky

helping students to grow in their professional experience. The

Agricultural Extension Agent into the WARN project,

center plans to continue educational outreach to local

maximizing the involvement of associated agencies in his

community members, city leadership, and various high

effort to protect an underserved community.

schools in the region once it is fully operational.

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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Wednesday Plenary – Silver Jackets
Carey Johnson is the lead of the Kentucky Silver
Jackets. During this session, we heard from USACE
– Louisville and Nashville, NWS, EPA, The Nature
Conservancy, KGS, KYEM, Martin School and
DOW.

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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KAMM Community Grant Fundraiser
Thank you to everyone who bought a ticket to bid on our
Bourbon Bag. All funds from the fundraiser go directly to the
KAMM Grant.
Congrats to Justin Boldt for winning the big bourbon bag donated by Jim Beam!

Riverboat Cruise

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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Haufbraus Brewery

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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Family Game Night
A BIG thank you to Joe Sullivan and Drew Parker for pulling together a fun trivia night! Thanks to Nick
Grinsted for picking up answers from the teams and to Pam Moore who had the drink tickets.

Thanks to our Exhibitors!

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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KAMM Regions
Welcome to our KAMM Regional IV Representative – Kevin Miller
Kevin Miller has been a Certified Floodplain Manager for over 11 years, a Licensed Engineer for about 7
years, and a member of KAMM for the past 6 years. During this time, he has consistently been involved on
various committees, most notably the Flood Mitigation committee. Kevin is looking forward to this
opportunity to further his involvement in KAMM, and help the residents of Region IV where he can.

Alex VanPelt, At-Large
Angela Herndon, Region I
Joe Sullivan, Region II
Mario Sebastiani, Region III
Kevin Miller, Region IV

Alex VanPelt, At-Large
Angela Herndon, Region I
Joe Sullivan, Region II
Mario Sebastiani, Region III

KAMM Regional Training Webinars Overview
Kevin Miller, Region IV

Thank you for joining us during March 2922 for our Regional Training in all four KAMM Regions. We had a great attendance and
awesome speakers.
Alex VanPelt, At-Large
A big thanks to our speakers! We are excited to provide a recap of our in-person training in all four KAMM Regions in March
Angela Herndon, Region I
Link to 2022 KAMM Regional Training Presentations
Joe Sullivan, Region II
Mario Sebastiani, Region III
Kevin Miller, Region IV

Congrats to our returning KAMM Regional Reps
Alex VanPelt, At-Large

Region I, Angela Herndon and Region III, Mario
Sebastiani
Angela
Herndon, Region I
Joe Sullivan, Region II
Mario Sebastiani, Region III

KAMM 2023 Regional Trainings

Save the Date

March 2023
KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com

Kevin Miller, Region IV
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KAMM Committees
Participation in committees allows KAMM members to promote issues, challenges, and best practices that are important to them
as well as an opportunity to network. Ultimately, the committees will help develop and recommend policy to the KAMM Board.
Each committee has an assigned Committee Lead and a KAMM Board member/s as a mentor. Contact KAMM’s Committee
Chairs at help@kymitigation.org or kentuckymitigation@gmail.com.

KAMM Committee Information
Committee Names link to Website

Chair & Co-Chairs

Board Mentor

CRS Committee

Alex VanPelt

Carey Johnson

Education and Professional
Development

Katherine Osborne

Mike Greene

Emergency Management

Brittany Duvall

Nick Grinstead & Geni Jo Brawner

Flood Mitigation

Sarah Taylor & Stacy Smith

Esther White & Joe Sullivan

Awards & Grants Committee

Mario Sebastiani & Zach Dettlinger

Ben Conley & Angela Herndon

For More info: Visit the KAMM website at: www.kymitigation.org/kamm-committees/

KAMM Committee Links
Learn More!
•

KAMM Committees
o

Awards and Grants Committee

o

CRS Committee

o

Education and Professional Development Committee

o

Emergency Management Committee

o

Flood Mitigation Committee

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
KAMM Committee
Learn More!

Links

KAMM Newsletter
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ASFPM Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM) Program
The ASFPM has established a national program for certifying floodplain managers. This program recognizes continuing
education and professional development that enhances the knowledge and performance of local, state, federal, and private-sector
floodplain management professionals. This certification program will lay the foundation for ensuring that highly qualified
individuals are available to meet the challenge of breaking the damage cycle and stopping its negative drain on the nation’s
human, financial, and natural resources.
New CFM Digital Exam
If you’re looking to become a Certified Floodplain Manager, ASFPM is now providing exam candidates with the convenience and
flexibility of an online exam.
Whether taken at a testing center or through the secure online remote proctoring service, the new online format means you can
take the national CFM exam when and where it’s convenient for you, as soon as you are ready.
Benefits of the CFM digital exam

•
•
•
•
•

Convenience: Take the exam at your home or office with remote proctoring.
Flexibility: Take the exam on your schedule, not ours.
Immediate results: You’ll receive scores as soon as you complete the exam. No more waiting for weeks.
Usability: The testing technology platform is simple to navigate and you can flag questions to easily revisit them at the end.
Security: A high-stakes professional exam demands security to protect its integrity and the online exam does just that.

Ready to get started? Learn more about scheduling your digital exam here.
Learn More about the CFM Program: link to ASFPM’s website at www.floods.org.
Have a question about the CFM Program: Contact ASFPM at cfm@floods.org.

Kentucky’s current list of CFMs

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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Eastern Kentucky Disaster Guidance
Announcing Damage Assessment and the Declaration Process Workshops
KYEM and FEMA RIV will conduct five all day workshops throughout the Commonwealth. Link to the course flyers for
November Damage Assessment and the Declaration Process course details.
This class is intended for emergency management practitioners as well as private sector and non-governmental stakeholders who
have a role in assessing disaster damages and impacts and/or requesting assistance. This course will better prepare staff to
conduct effective, accurate and efficient damage assessments to ensure devastated counties or cities are included in a presidential
disaster declaration.
8:00 am to 4:00 pm
The first part of the class, FEMA will cover the following topics.

•
•
•
•

Preliminary Damage Assessment Training
The Critical Importance of Initial Damage Assessments
Damage Assessments and the Declarations Process-Individual Assistance
Damage Assessments and the Declarations Process-Public Assistance

Following completion of the FEMA instruction, Doug Eades will conduct training on the use of the Survey123 Damage
Assessment Tool.
Damage Assessment and the Declaration Process
November 14, 2022, Damage Assessment and Declaration Process, Caldwell County
Caldwell County Disaster Services

Damage Assessment and the Declaration Process
November 15, 2022, Damage Assessment and Declaration Process, Hardin County
Elizabethtown Police Department

Damage Assessment and the Declaration Process
November 16, 2022, Damage Assessment and Declaration Process, Bath County
Bath County Extension Office

Damage Assessment and the Declaration Process
November 17, 2022., Damage Assessment and Declaration Process, Pulaski County
Hal Rogers Regional Fire Training Center

Damage Assessment and the Declaration Process
November 18, 2022, Damage Assessment and Declaration Process, Franklin County
Kentucky Justice Cabinet, Frankfort
Register: link: https://arcg.is/10TeO50

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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Eastern Kentucky Disaster Guidance Links
Follow the links!
Public Assistance
•

FEMA Fact Sheet Public Assistance Overview - fema_public-assistance-fact-sheet.pdf

•

The Public Assistance Award Process Explained - PA Process Steps Overview for Applicants V1 10152018.pdf

•

Public Assistance: Reasonable Cost Evaluation - fema_pa_assistance-reasonable-cost-evaluation_jobaid (1).pdf

•

Public Assistance: Building back better - fema_pa_build-back-better_factsheet.pdf

•

Public Assistance: Contracting Requirements Checklist - fema_pa_contracting-requirments-checklist.pdf

•

Public Assistance: Private Nonprofit Houses Of Worship - fema_public-assistance-houses-worship_062018 (1).pdf

•

Emergency Community Water Assistance Grants - RD-FactSheet-RUS-EmergCommWaterAssistance.pdf

Permits/Regulations
•

DOW PowerPoint explains it all! Disaster Permitting

•

Substantial Damage - KY Substantial Damage Fact Sheet.pdf

•

Guidelines For One-Step Removal of Stream Flow Obstructions - Guidelines for One-Step Removal of Stream Flow
Obstructions.pdf

•

FEMA Environmental Considerations Greensheet - DR-4643-KY EHP Greensheet.pdf

•

Kentucky Emergency Bridge or Culvert Repair form - Emergency Bridge or Culvert Repair Form R1.pdf

Preliminary Damage Assessments
•

FEMA PDA Pocket Guide - fema_2021-pda-pocket-guide.pdf

Flood Debris Removal Guidance
•

Public Assistance: Debris Removal Tips - fema_pa_debris-removal-tips.pdf

•

Public Assistance: Private Property Debris Removal - fema_pa_private-property-debris-removal_factsheet.pdf

•

Disposing of Storm and Flood Debris - KDEP Storm Flood Debris Guidance.pdf

•

DR-4663-KY Hazardous Limbs, Trees, and Stump Debris - Hazardous, Trees, Limbs, Stumps.pdf

•

Debris Removal After Flooding - DR 4663 Debris Removal After Flooding.pdf

•

Private Property and Commercial Debris Removal Process - DR 4663 KY PPDR CDR-Demo Overview.pdf

•

Asbestos Regulation and Hazard Abatement in Structure Demolition and Debris Disposal - EHP Asbestos Guidance DR
4663.pdf

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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Grant Funding Announcements and Resources
DOW Announces Funding Available for Projects that Clean Up
Polluted Streams, Rivers, Lakes, and Groundwater
October 7, 2022
Grant funding is available through the Energy and Environment Cabinet for
projects that help clean up polluted streams, rivers, lakes, and groundwater,
and for projects that protect water resources. Funds are provided through the
EPA’s Nonpoint Source Program, and are distributed to states to support best
management practices.
Funds can be used for watershed restoration projects, watershed plan development,
and other projects that reduce and prevent runoff pollution.
Who is eligible: A variety of organizations, from federal, state and local
governments, to utilities, conservation districts, universities, and nonprofits
are candidates for funding.

SECTION 319(h) GRANT PROGRAM
FUNDING
By amendment to the federal Clean Water
Act in 1987, the Section 319(h) Grant
program was established to provide funding
for efforts to reduce nonpoint source
pollution. Each year DOW applies to US
EPA to receive 319(h) funding. After
receiving the federal award, DOW

distributes a majority of the monies received
These funds can be used to pay for up to 60 percent of the total cost for each
through a competitive grant award process.
project with a required 40 percent non-federal match. Nonpoint source
pollution, also known as runoff pollution, is the number one contributor to
water pollution in Kentucky. The Division gives priority to projects that develop and implement watershed plans for impaired
waters, source water protection areas, and special-use waters such as cold water aquatic habitat, state wild rivers and federal wild
and scenic rivers with identified threats. (See next announcement on this page.)

•
•

Letters of intent to apply are optional but highly recommended and are due November 15, 2022.
Project application forms must be submitted no later than February 10, 2023.

The earlier letters are submitted, the easier it will be for the NPS staff to help applicants submit a successful application. Division
staff will review the project applications and rank them according to eligibility and priority criteria.
For more information about the 319 Grant Program please check out the KDOW’s 319(h) Grant Program Funding page.

New Tool Available for Kentucky’s Watershed Professionals
Kentucky watershed professionals have an updated tool available to them they prepare to write
their watershed plan applications. The new Watershed Explorer, which will replace the former
Kentucky Watershed Viewer, will make it easier to gather information required for submitting
319(h) Nonpoint Source Funding applications. The new Kentucky Watershed Explorer will feature
a collection of more focused tools and viewers, including the new 319 Grant Reporter. Watch the
319 grant funding informational video.
The 319 Grant Reporter is the first focused application in this collection to be rolled out. The application will better serve the
watershed managers and other professionals that submit work to address water quality issues through the 319(h) Nonpoint
Source Program. The reporting tool allows users to search for their watershed of interest and identify information that is
necessary for submitting 319(h) Clean Water Act Nonpoint Source Funding applications. Users will be able to search for their
watershed using stream name, county, Hydrologic Unit (HUC) or by scrolling to its location.
Once the correct watershed is selected, users will know what major river basin it is in, whether it has been assessed to meet its
designated uses, has a Total Maximum Daily Load Allocation (TMDL), if it is in a Source Water Protection Zone (SWPP), and if it
has any assigned special designations such as an Outstanding State Resource Water (OSRW) or Division of Water Priority
Watershed. Users will be able to download and print a copy of the report and attach it to their 319(h) application or use it for any
other uses they see fit.
KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
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FEMA Increases Public Assistance Small Project Maximum to $1 Million
August 3, 2022
FEMA has implemented a regulatory change to increase the small project maximum for the
agency’s Public Assistance program to $1 million.
Simplified procedures allow FEMA to fund eligible small projects based on estimates, which expedites disaster recovery funding
to applicants. By simplifying the application process breaks
Applicants are not required to submit quarterly progress reports on small projects or reconcile final costs, but must still comply
with all application laws, regulations, and policies. National emergency management partners have supported FEMA making
this change to reduce administrative burdens, more efficiently use resources, simplify the program for smaller applicants with
smaller dollar projects, and speed up the closure of projects.
The $1 million threshold applies to all projects under major disasters and emergencies declared on or after Aug. 3, 2022. The $1
million threshold also applies to all unobligated PA projects in major disasters and emergencies declared between March 13, 2020,
and Aug. 3, 2022.
Link to the FEMA_Advisory_FEMA_Increases_Public_Assistance_Small_Project_Maximum_to_$1Million_20220803.

FEMA Publishes Application Support Materials for the
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
The following application support materials are available to better support communities and provide detailed information on
how to submit a complete and eligible application for funding. The materials below cover 13 of the most requested HMGP project
types:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acquisition and demolition
• Planning
Advance assistance
• Warning sirens and systems
Community safe rooms
• Soil stabilization
Elevation
• Wildfire
Flood risk reduction
• Post wildfire soil stabilization
Generators
• Post wildfire flood and sediment
Hurricane wind retrofit
The materials aid state, local, tribal and territorial emergency management to submitting more successful Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program applications. Materials also help them reduce time it takes to receive awards. FEMA anticipates the guides will
help HMGP funding reach more communities.
The program provides funding to state, local, tribal and territorial governments so they can develop hazard mitigation plans and
rebuild in a way that reduces or mitigates, disaster losses in their communities. When requested by an authorized representative,
this grant funding is available after a presidentially declared disaster.
In alignment with the “people first” approach outlined in the 2022-2026 FEMA Strategic Plan, these materials provide an
overview of program requirements, sample applications and step-by-step instructions that aim to reduce barriers preventing
some communities. Guides are especially beneficial to disadvantaged communities that may have difficulties accessing the
program.
The support materials include information for the most requested HMGP project types for various mitigation activities such as
acquisition, elevation, flood risk reduction, hurricane wind retrofitting and soil stabilization. FEMA plans to develop more
application support materials for additional project types.
Visit Application Support Materials for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program | FEMA.gov to access the HMGP support
materials.
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FEMA Implements an Alternative Cost-Effectiveness Method to Increase
Program Accessibility for Communities for Two Hazard Mitigation Grants
October 7, 2022
FEMA has announced an alternative cost-effectiveness methodology for two annual grant programs that increases program
accessibility to ensure hazard mitigation funding reaches more communities. Certain communities have had challenges accessing
FEMA programs that enhance disaster resiliency. These changes will help them take more advantage of assistance available
through the Flood Mitigation Assistance and Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities programs.
For the fiscal year 2022 BRIC and Flood Mitigation Assistance application cycle, the agency is introducing an alternative costeffectiveness method that will modify the threshold for mitigation projects to be considered cost-effective under limited
conditions. By modifying the threshold for Benefit-Cost Analysis calculations, FEMA expects more projects will benefit
disadvantaged communities to develop projects that address climate change effects.
FEMA anticipates changing the cost-effectiveness requirements will lower barriers to access funding for these two grants. If the
BCA generated at a 7% discount rate is less than a Benefit-Cost Ratio of 1.0, FEMA will consider the project cost effective if:

•
•
•

The BCA generated at the 7% discount rate is equal to or greater than a BCR of 0.75;
The BCA generated at the 3% discount rate must be equal to or greater than a BCR of 1.0; and
The mitigation activity benefits disadvantaged communities, addresses climate change impacts, has hard to quantify
benefits, and/or is subject to higher costs due to the use of low carbon building materials or compliance with the Federal
Flood Risk Management Standard.

Help with Completing Benefit-Cost Analysis Submissions, Other Help
FEMA is helping highly disadvantaged communities and federally recognized tribal nations during the pre-award process, with
projects that meet all the other programmatic requirements, with completing a BCA. Those who qualify for this assistance will be
notified during the selection process. FEMA also helps communities with technical assistance on the BCA to all communities to
support demonstrating cost-effectiveness of mitigation projects. Assistance can be requested through the BCA helpline by
emailing BCHelpline@fema.dhs.gov or calling 855-540-6744.
Using money from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, FEMA is increasing the federal cost share for the Flood Mitigation
Assistance program from 75% to 90% for projects located in socially vulnerable communities to lower the financial burden on
certain resilience activities. This is important because many disadvantaged communities lack the financial resources to match
federal grants and miss opportunities to utilize grant dollars to invest in their resilience.
Interested applicants and subapplicants should contact their Hazard Mitigation Officer for more information. Geni Jo Brawner is
Kentucky’s State Hazard Mitigation Officer (SHMO). For more information visit FEMA.gov.

FEMA Roadmap to Federal Resources for Disaster Recovery
June 2022
The Recovery Support Function Leadership Group (RSFLG) released the Roadmap, designed to help
state, local, tribal, and territorial entities and other interested parties who are facing recovery and
resiliency challenges and who may benefit from federal financial program support. Users of the
Roadmap are prompted to think through challenges they may be facing post-disaster, evaluate
potential solutions to those challenges, and then identify which of the federal financial resources
aligned to those solutions may be applicable to their specific criteria.
The Roadmap serves as a useful informational tool for entities navigating the post-disaster recovery
resource landscape. It is important to note the Roadmap is for informational purposes only and was
compiled with publicly available information and should therefore be viewed only as a starting point
for individual research.
Link to Roadmap to Federal Resources for Disaster Recovery.
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Video Opportunities
FEMA Releases Disaster Recovery Reform Act Video
June 2022
FEMA developed an introductory video to the Disaster Recovery Reform Act Section 1206 to arm
floodplain administrators, emergency managers, elected officials and other stakeholders in the recovery
process. The video will supply stakeholders with the information needed for successful reimbursement
of these new eligible activities. Through the narrator’s story following a devastating disaster in her community, viewers will learn
key eligibility requirements for communities, work and costs covered under the policy and how to seek reimbursement for these
new activities.
When disaster strikes, many communities have hundreds, if not thousands, of structures to protect against future damage or
restore to local codes and standards. Section 1206 of the Disaster Recovery Reform Act authorizes FEMA to reimburse
communities that participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) for the resources needed to effectively administer
and enforce building codes and floodplain management regulations following a major disaster declaration. This creates new
eligible activities through FEMA’s Public Assistance Program to carry out required post-disaster activities, increasing the
overall speed of recovery and enhancing NFIP compliance.
To watch the full video, visit FEMA’s YouTube page.

Tapping into Federal Funding: Leveraging HUD Loans for Innovative Water
Infrastructure Investments
Webinar and Materials are now posted on the Leveraging HUD Loans for Innovative Water Infrastructure Investments Webinar
page.
Part of WaterNow’s ongoing Tap into Resilience series, this webinar explored how local
leaders can leverage HUD loans for innovative water infrastructure
investments. WaterNow’s Tap into Resilience initiative provides water leaders the resources they need to invest in affordable,
climate resilient solutions to meet a broad range of water management challenges.
This webinar featured one of these investment options – HUD’s Section 108 Loan Guarantee Program. This federal loan program
can be used to address community resilience projects aimed at benefiting low- and moderate-income communities and for
organizations looking to improve water systems. Eligible projects include waterfront fortification, green infrastructure
improvements, and water infrastructure improvements.
Speakers:

•
•
•
•
•

Seema Thomas, Deputy Director, Financial Management Division, HUD
Erik Pechuekonis, CPD Specialist, HUD Representative from Mount Vernon, WA
Marty Dubroff, CPD Specialist, HUD
Esco Bell, Public Works Director, City of Mount Vernon, WA
Caroline Koch, Water Policy Director, WaterNow Alliance

Watch the webinar and download the materials – Leveraging HUD Loans for Innovative Water Infrastructure Investments
Webinar page.
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Building Codes, The Foundation for Resilience

Building Community Resilience with Natural Hazard Code Adoption and
Enforcement
August 2022
In November 2020, FEMA’s landmark study, Building Codes Save: A Nationwide Study, and its
accompanying brochure, Protecting Communities and Saving Money, made the case for why
communities should proactively adopt and enforce natural hazard-resistant building codes. The results
spoke for themselves: an estimated reduction in property losses of $132 billion–based on forecasted
consistent growth associated with using modern building codes from 2000-2040–nationwide.
As June 1 marked the start of hurricane season, officials from the White House, FEMA, state and local
government and private sector entities announced the National Initiative to Advance Building Codes
at Florida International University. Within this initiative, federal departments and agencies will review
federal funding and financing of building construction to ensure projects follow updated model codes.
The initiative will also provide incentives and support for communities to adopt modern building
codes. FEMA’s Building Codes Strategy was announced in April at the National Hurricane Conference.
To help with these efforts, FEMA published the Building Codes Adoption Playbook for Authorities Having Jurisdiction. The Playbook is
intended for officials interested in increasing community resilience and reducing loss from natural hazards by adopting the latest editions of
model building codes.
The Playbook equips officials with background and language to help educate decision-makers and constituents on the benefits of
adopting and enforcing the latest building code editions. In addition, the publication provides general steps to help navigate the
code adoption process and informs about FEMA grants available to support building code adoption and enforcement activities.

A Step Forward, Recommendations for Improving Seismic Code Development,
Content, and Education
April 2022
FEMA P-2191, A Step Forward, recommendations for Improving Seismic Code Development, Content, and
Education summarizes recommendations to improve seismic code and standard development, content and education.
FEMA P-2191 identifies how improved content, usability and better distribution of updates would improve the public’s
understanding of seismic codes. It also suggests seismic code and standard education to practicing engineers and building
officials.
Seismic codes and standards provide necessary regulations for building design and construction to meet the required level of
seismic performance. However, there are many areas where seismic codes and standards can be improved. This report helps to
capture the opinions and recommendations of seismic code and standard developers, users and other stakeholders.
Link to Download.
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Resilient Building Codes Toolkit Resource
June 2022
HUD added a new page dedicated to Resilient Building Codes and it is now available. The
webpage includes links to the newly released Resilient Building Codes Toolkit and will provide
access to the recordings of the Resilient Building Codes Webinar series that took place in Spring
2022.
Why Focus on Building Codes?
Building codes underpin the key health and safety aspects of our built environment. They are a
combination of operational expectations and physical requirements, with variations in
interpretation and application based on geographies. They are governed at the state and local level
but nearly always reference international and national codes and standards. Climate change is a
new risk that is not commonly addressed in existing codes and standards.
As Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) and CDBG Mitigation
(MIT) grantees look to build back from disasters in more resilient ways and seek to mitigate damage from future hazards,
understanding the role building codes can play in meeting their goals should not be underestimated. The Resilient Building
Codes Toolkit and Webinar Series are meant to guide the reader to determine what steps make the most sense for their
communities to pursue to achieve resilience.
On the resource page: The full Resilient Building Codes Toolkit, including individual links to each document contained within the toolkit.
In this webinar series, CDBG-DR and CDBG-MIT grantee staff will learn how upgrading local building codes to reflect resilient construction
strategies can position them to better withstand the threats of natural hazards and severe weather events. Participants will learn why resilient
building codes matter, how they can build the business case for upgrading their codes, and dive into the various strategies for upgrading codes.
The webinar series recordings:
o Making the Business Case – recorded on April 28, 2022
o A Practitioner’s Guide – recorded on May 19, 2022
o Action at the Community Level – recorded on May 26, 2022
Link to View the Resilient Building Codes Page.

The FEMA Fact Sheet, Highlights of Significant Changes to the Wind Load
Provisions of ASCE 7-22
October 24, 2022
FEMA Building Science Branch is pleased to announce the release of the FEMA Fact Sheet, Highlights
of Significant Changes to the Wind Load Provisions of ASCE 7-22.
Developed and published by the American Society of Civil Engineers and Structural Engineering Institute, this resource,
Minimum Design Loads and Associated Criteria for Buildings and Other Structures (commonly referred to as ASCE 7-22), will be
the primary reference standard for structural loads in the 2024 International Building Code, 2024 International Residential Code, and
the 8th Edition (2023) Florida Building Code.
The new fact sheet highlights a few of the key significant changes to the wind loading design provisions contained in ASCE 7-22,
as compared to the previous version (ASCE 7-16), that will affect building design. The topics in this overview include:

•
•
•

Changes to the basic wind speed maps
Change to the Wind-borne Debris Region (WBDR)
Changes to the component and cladding external pressure coefficients (GCp) for roofs of buildings with roof slopes
greater than 7°
For more information on building science, visit fema.gov/building-science.
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Using Land Use and Building Codes to Increase Resilience Webinar
Combining land use planning and development decisions with strong building codes can reduce
vulnerabilities to buildings and infrastructure as well as save lives.
Have you considered why your community and its buildings looks the way it does? It’s because of
plans, policies, and regulations that govern where (guided by land use planning) and how (guided
by building codes) we build. This webinar outlines the essential role that land use planning and
building codes play in reducing disaster risk.
Watch the webinar “Where and How We Build: Using Land Use and Building Codes to Increase Resilience.”

EPA Tool Provides the Public with Customized Updates on Local Enforcement
and Compliance Activities
March 22, 2022
EPA announced the release of a new web tool, called “ECHO Notify,” that empowers members of the public to
stay informed about important environmental enforcement and compliance activities in their
communities. Through ECHO Notify, users can sign up to receive weekly emails when new information is
available within the selected geographic area, such as when a violation or enforcement action has taken place at a
nearby facility.
ECHO Notify provides information on all EPA enforcement and compliance activities as well as activities of
state and local governments under the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act, and the Safe Drinking Water Act. Increased transparency leads to stronger deterrence of environmental
violations. As more people play an active role in protecting their neighborhoods from pollution, EPA has developed ECHO
Notify so that finding updates on environmental enforcement and compliance activities is as easy as checking your email.
Link to EPA’s website ECHO Notify. On the homepage, you can:

•
•

Select a geographic area and/or facility ID(s)
Choose the type of compliance and enforcement information of interest

EPA has prepared a short video that provides an overview of ECHO Notify and explains how to use it. Link to the video, ECHO
Tutorial: Intro to ECHO.

Building Code Links on the KAMM website
•

Building Codes & Principles

o

Mitigation Design Standards & Guidelines

o

Building Code Resources

o

NFIP Technical Bulletins

o

The Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule (BCEGS)
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FEMA Program Updates and Releases
FEMA Releases Emergency Management Guide for Local Elected and
Appointed Officials
September 2022
FEMA released the “Local Elected and Appointed Officials Guide: Roles and Resources in
Emergency Management.” FEMA is releasing the “Local Elected and Appointed Officials Guide:
Roles and Resources in Emergency Management”. This guide makes it easier for senior officials
to understand, prepare for and execute their leadership responsibilities to help mitigate
community risks; save lives; protect property; and recover from disasters.
The guide provides an executive-level introduction to emergency management concepts and
principles for local senior officials. Additionally, it identifies local senior officials’ roles and
responsibilities for incident emergency management before, during and after disasters, as well as
ways to access available resources.

•
•
•

Local Elected and Appointed Officials Guide
Local Elected and Appointed Officials Quick Reference Guide
Local Elected and Appointed Officials Checklists

Link to FEMA’s series of 60-minute webinars to provide an overview of the guide, quick reference
guide and checklists. The sessions will include facilitated discussions with stakeholders and provide updates since the National
Engagement Period. Advance registration is required and on a first-come, first-served basis.
To download the quick reference guide and checklists, or to learn more about the webinar sessions, visit FEMA.gov.

FEMA Releases Emergency Operations Center Management Guide
October 2022
FEMA published the updated Emergency Operations Center (EOC) How-to Quick Reference Guide.
The guide cover topics such as hazard vulnerability assessments, physical site selection, mitigation,
considerations, EOC capabilities and requirements, information management systems and training
and exercises.
The guide is a collection of guidance and best practices, which will contribute to development of an
EOC that can successfully meet the jurisdiction’s needs. The updates include considerations for
virtual and hybrid working environments.
The guide is part of the National Incident Management System (NIMS) Emergency Operations
Center Toolkit. NIMS is a key component of incident management efforts and enables organizations
from across the country to work together during incidents of all kinds and sizes. Implementing NIMS across the nation is a
fundamental part of building our national preparedness.
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Partial Implementation of the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard for
Public Assistance
June 3, 2022
FEMA announced its release of the Partial Implementation of the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard for Public
Assistance (Interim) which provides elevation requirements for actions involving structures located in a designated floodplain.
FEMA is committed to leveraging its programs to ensure communities affected by current and future flood risk are less
vulnerable to the loss of life and property. Many communities are faced with aging infrastructure, which can increase risk from
major disasters. As the frequency of these disasters accelerates, the agency must increase climate adaptation investments across
the nation.
The Federal Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS) is a flood standard established to increase community resilience to
flooding. This policy implements the portion of FFRMS that sets a higher elevation standard for structures in floodplains.
This policy establishes requirements for elevating and floodproofing structures funded under the Public Assistance (PA)
program. Requiring use of FFRMS will help ensure that the federal investment in structures is spent in a manner that improves
community resilience. The policy defines elevation and floodproofing requirements for structures within the 100 and 500-year
floodplains. The costs associated with elevating and floodproofing structures to meet the requirements of this policy are eligible
for Public Assistance funding.
FEMA is prioritizing policy changes across its programs that advance the adoption and enforcement of disaster resistant building
codes and standards to increase the Nation’s resilience to current and future risks from a changing climate.
Link to Partial Implementation of the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard for Public Assistance

Get Reimbursed for Building Code Administration and Enforcement After a
Disaster with Public Assistance
July 2022
Section 1206 of the Disaster Recovery Reform Act of 2018 authorizes FEMA to
provide communities with the resources to administer and enforce building code
and floodplain management ordinances following a major disaster declaration
through FEMA’s Public Assistance Program. To promote this opportunity,
FEMA has developed a two-page flyer that outlines:

•
•
•

Who’s eligible to apply
What work & costs are eligible for reimbursement
Cost-share details and more!

Link to Download the DRRA 1206 Flyer.
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FEMA, USFA Release Wildland Urban Interface Report
June 2022
FEMA’s U.S. Fire Administration released the “Wildland Urban Interface: A Look at Issues and
Resolutions,” report. The report raises awareness and initiates collaborative efforts to facilitate
change in wake of catastrophic wildfire losses in the wildland urban interface. This report
highlights the wildland interface issues in the United States and will help the wildland and
structural firefighting community and neighborhoods unite around key actions to reduce risk to
themselves, to firefighters and the environment.
Wildfires are among the worst natural and man-made disasters facing our nation. Factors such as climate change and reduced
land management practices are significantly contributing to the cause, increasing the frequency and intensity of wildfires.
Federal agencies are working with partners to address many of the wildland interface challenges discussed in this report. These
efforts include:

•
•
•
•

Increasing forest and rangeland resiliency through prescribed burning and mechanical thinning.
Strengthening communication strategies and engagement operations through wildfire prevention and mitigation
programs.
Proactively planning for and mitigating the continued effects of climate change.
Other high-priority areas in the report are also focused on firefighter health and safety, especially mental and behavioral
health and public safety through improving evacuation procedures with efforts such as Reverse 911.

Link to the Wildland Urban Interface: A Look at Issues and Resolutions,”
To help prepare yourself and your family for wildfires, visit Ready.gov/wildfires.

KAMM Sponsor – RES - Thank You!
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FEMA Updates State and Local Mitigation Planning Policy Guides
April 19, 2022
FEMA updated its state and local mitigation planning policy guides to reflect programmatic and administrative regulatory
changes. The agency routinely updates the policies to continually improve and better support stakeholders in meeting federal
requirements when creating hazard mitigation plans.
The updated policies facilitate consistent evaluation and approval of state and local hazard mitigation plans and promote
mitigation planning and risk-informed decision-making. They also support stakeholders in meeting federal requirements with
their hazard mitigation plans to receive certain types of funding.
These are the next generation of policies that reinforce resilience as a whole-community effort that builds state and local
capabilities to plan for long-term risk reduction, climate change and equitable outcomes. Changes to state and local policies
include:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Inclusion of key priorities such as climate adaptation, equity, resilience and building codes.
Updated guidance and procedures that support states seeking enhanced status. Enhanced states demonstrate a
comprehensive mitigation program and capability to manage additional federal mitigation funding.
Incorporates new FEMA grant programs, such as Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities, Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program Post-Fire and the Rehabilitation of High-Hazard Potential Dams program.
Strengthened connection with Fire Management Assistance Grant program.
Alignment with national initiatives and programs such as the National Mitigation Investment Strategy.
A renewed focus on resilience to support communities in creating holistic plans that will help the whole community
understand the importance of mitigation and develop mitigation actions based on current and future risks and
capabilities.

The policies will become effective for all mitigation plan approvals one year from the official release date. This provides a oneyear transition period for state and local governments to meet the new requirements.
As of March 31, 85% of the nation’s population live in communities with current mitigation plans. FEMA-approved hazard
mitigation plans are required for certain types of federal grant funding.
The policies are the official interpretation of the requirements in the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, as amended and other federal statutes as well in federal regulations, specifically Title 44 Code of Federal Regulations Part 201
Mitigation Planning.
Visit FEMA’s Policy Update webpage to learn more.

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com

KAMM Newsletter

|Fall 2022

31

FEMA Releases New Resource to Align Community Plans and Build Resilience
September 2022
A new resource will help economic development and hazard mitigation planners achieve
mutually beneficial outcomes. The Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and Hazard
Mitigation Plan Alignment Guide connects economic development and hazard mitigation plans
so communities can be more resilient from natural hazards. The guide was a collaboration
between FEMA and the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA).
Communities, states and federal officials can use the guide when preparing or reviewing
FEMA Hazard Mitigation Plans and EDA Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies.
Included in the guide are strategies to help align strategies with approved local plans.
Hazard mitigation plans and EDA Strategies are key plans to improve community resilience. An EDA Strategy must include
economic resilience in its approach while a hazard mitigation plan identifies and plans for natural hazard risks to key sectors,
including the economy. Aligning plans can benefit communities in many ways, including businesses reopening more quickly and
keeping critical facilities and infrastructure working during and after hazard events.
Community partners will better coordinate, share priorities and actions that reduce risk and use a wide range of resources and
funding when hazard mitigation and economic plans are aligned. This is because plans reinforce each other and are easier to
implement.
The guide includes economic development concepts to add to hazard mitigation plans. It also encourages integration of
information from risk assessments and hazard mitigation ideas to use in a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies.
To view and download the guide, link to The Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and Hazard Mitigation Plan
Alignment Guide.

Best Practices in Disclosing Local Flood Risk
September 2022
Disclosing flood risk during real estate transactions is a timely and effective way to raise
awareness and drive risk-informed investments. During the homebuying process, prospective
buyers look to a network of trusted sources to help them make decision.
With this insight in mind, FEMA created the Local Flood Risk Disclosure resource. This document
offers ideas and examples to help community officials and real estate professionals make flood
risk information conveniently available and easy to understand before and during real estate
transactions.
The resource has:

•
•

•

A list of local flood risk disclosure best practices that have been implemented in
communities across the nation.
Spotlights on five communities with different geographies, demographic characteristics and flood hazard concerns. Each
community has implemented best practice public information programs and real estate disclosure practices about flood
risks.
Additional information on over 80 communities in 21 states with flood risk disclosure and public information practices
recognized by the Community Rating System.

To learn more about local best practices and other floodplain management resources, visit FEMA.gov.
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Flood Insurance Updates and Info

Revised NFIP Technical Bulletin 7
Technical Bulletin 7, Wet Floodproofing Requirements and Limitations
May 2022
FEMA Building Science Branch announces the release of the NFIP Technical Bulletin 7, Wet
Floodproofing Requirements and Limitations For Buildings and Structures Located in Special Flood Hazard
Areas in Accordance with the National Flood Insurance Program.
Technical Bulletin 7 (TB 7) provides guidance on the NFIP floodplain management requirements for
the design and construction of wet floodproofed buildings and structures in Special Flood Hazard
Areas. TB 7 discusses limitations on the use of wet floodproofing and how to evaluate the feasibility
of using wet floodproofing measures for historic structures, agricultural structures and functionally
dependent uses.
The major updates in TB-7 include:

•

•
•

Updated to be consistent with the requirements of FEMA Policy #104-008-03, Floodplain Management Requirements for
Agricultural Structures and Accessory Structures, and FEMA P-2140, Floodplain Management Bulletin, Floodplain Management
Requirements for Agricultural Structures and Accessory Structures.
Expanded discussion on best practices and measures to reduce flood damage when NFIP compliance is not required.
Clarification of when wet floodproofing measures that require human intervention can be used.

TB 7 also discusses NFIP regulations and how building design criteria apply to new construction, substantial improvement and
substantial damage.
To learn more about the eleven NFIP Technical Bulletins, visit the FEMA National Flood Insurance Technical Bulletins.
For more information on building science, visit fema.gov/building-science.

FEMA Releases 2022 Edition of the National Flood Insurance
Program Manual
October 1, 2022
FEMA announced the updated edition of the NFIP Risk Rating 2.0 Flood Insurance Manual effective Oct.
1. The Flood Insurance Manual is available on FEMA.gov.
The agency’s regular updates to the Flood Insurance Manual reflect an
ongoing effort to deliver clear guidance in an easy-to-understand
format. The updated edition of the Flood Insurance Manual does not
change flood insurance coverage or supersede the terms and conditions of
the Standard Flood Insurance Policy. The guidance in this edition reflects
the NFIP’s existing underwriting requirements and its current rating
methodology, Risk Rating 2.0.
The October 2022 edition of the Flood Insurance Manual clarifies and
enhances guidance provided in the October 2021 Risk Rating 2.0 edition of
the Flood Insurance Manual.
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What’s Changed in Risk Rating 2.0 and CRS
May 2022
Risk Rating 2.0 (RR 2.0) rating methodology now incorporates a wide range of rating variables; however, two major ones that are
no longer used are Base Flood Elevations and flood zones. In the old methodology (RR 1.0), properties in moderate-low risk
zones (e.g., B, C, X) with minimal losses could qualify for a lower-cost Preferred Risk Policy (PRP); however, they did not receive
a CRS discount. If they did not qualify for the PRP, they could be written as a standard-rated Zone X policy and receive 5% or
10% discount depending upon the CRS Class. Buildings in Zone A would get the full discount.
In RR 2.0, because the flood zone is no longer a rating variable, the discount that had applied to just Zone A policies now applies
to all policies. So, a policy in Zone X receives the same discount. While there are numerous variations and nuances.
Link to the two-page Fact Sheet– RR+2.0 Fact Sheet and CRS.

FEMA Releases Simple Guides Under Risk Rating 2.0: Equity in Action
June 2022
FEMA releases Simple Guides for nine different types of structures and their unique characteristics to help agents generate flood
insurance policy quotes easier under Risk Rating 2.0: Equity in Action.
For the first time in the National Flood Insurance Program’s history, policyholders pay premiums that fairly reflect what it costs
to insure their property based on their unique flood risk under Risk Rating 2.0: Equity in Action. This great change involves
many factors and takes time to learn and fully implement.
The guides provide snapshots of important information included in the Flood Insurance Manual and can be used when searching
for quick answers and tips. They contain key aspects of the rating and quoting elements for agents and are helpful two-page
resources for anyone who wants to understand how flood risk and rates are calculated.

•
•
•
•
•

Single Family Homes
Residential Condo Building
Two-to-Four Family Building
Residential Unit
Residential Mobile Home

•
•
•
•

Other Residential Units
Non-Residential Building
Non-Residential Unit
Non-Residential Mobile Building

To read the nine Simple Guides and other flood insurance resources visit, Risk Rating 2.0: Equity in Action on FloodSmart.gov.

FEMA Releases New Flood Insurance Resources
May 2022
If a property owner doesn’t know their flood risk, they cannot know their premium rate or what mitigation actions to consider.
As FEMA rolled out the NFIP’s new rating system, Risk Rating 2.0: Equity in Action, the agency has heard questions from
policyholders and industry partners such as, “How does FEMA calculate my rate?” and “How can I reduce my flood risk and pay
less?”
To provide answers to these important questions, FEMA has published new materials to the Risk Rating 2.0: Equity in Action
resource webpage on FloodSmart.gov.
These user-friendly educational tools are a part of the agency’s commitment to increasing transparency and communication. The
materials provide in-depth explanations on topics ranging from flood risk variables and individualized policy pricing to
discounts and other options available to policyholders.
This collection is updated regularly and insurance providers are encouraged to use and share these resources to help their clients
protect lives and to help close the flood insurance gap.

KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016.
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com

KAMM Newsletter

|Fall 2022

34

On-Line Training Opportunities
F
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Recurring webinar series
FEMA Region 5’s Flood Insurance Liaison will be hosting a series of webinars about flood
insurance through the NFIP and the NFIP’s new pricing methodology known as Risk
Rating 2.0: Equity in Action.
Topic: Introduction to Flood Insurance through the NFIP
When: Every month on the Third Tuesday at 9:30 AM Central Time.
Where: Zoom. Registration required.
This webinar will introduce key concepts of the NFIP including:
1) Flood insurance compared to disaster assistance
2) Eligibility to purchase flood insurance
3) Coverages
4) Loss settlement (claims) and appeal
Topic: Introduction to the NFIP’s New Pricing Methodology (Risk Rating 2.0: Equity in Action)
When: Every month on the Third Tuesday at 1:00 PM Central Time.
Registration Link: Zoom. Registration required.
This webinar will introduce attendees to fundamental concepts of the NFIP’s new pricing methodology (Risk Rating 2.0). Topics
covered include a comparison of the legacy and new methodology, rating variables, and transition rules. In most cases, there is a
30-day waiting period before flood insurance policies become effective. Start your preparations early by learning more about
flood insurance today.
For more information on the NFIP’s new pricing methodology, visit Risk Rating 2.0: Equity in Action | FEMA.gov.

Making Mitigation Work Webinars
The Natural Hazards Center is excited to announce the return of its popular webinar
series, Making Mitigation Work. The series—which is produced in partnership with the FEMA—
features free one-hour webinars that highlight progress in mitigation policy, practice and research.
On Aug. 9, an interactive presentation was held on the Diversifying HayWired Communication
project. The project featured fellows from the Bill Anderson Fund who collaborated with the U.S.
Geological Survey to find ways to better connect with marginalized communities and foster earthquake awareness and
preparedness. View the recorded presentation, Connecting with Marginalized Communities to Improve Risk Communication,
online.
You can access previous sessions of the Making Mitigation Work series on Natural Hazards Center’s website. The collection
includes more than 20 videos that discuss topics such as mitigation messaging, building codes, buyout programs, disaster
spending and investment, infrastructure resilience, community collaboration and racial and social equity.
Making Mitigation Works webinars are held the second Tuesday of each month. Visit Natural Hazards Center || Making
Mitigation Work (colorado.edu). Participants may qualify for continuing education credits from the International Association of
Emergency Managers. Learn more on the Continuing Education Credits webpage.
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Watch and Learn: Incorporating Future Conditions in Mitigation Plans
Watch the FEMA training webinar, “Investing in Our Future, Planning Now: Addressing Future Climate, Population and Land Use in
Mitigation Planning.”
As the frequency and intensity of natural disaster events increase, it is important to account for future conditions when
developing a hazard mitigation plan for approval. Future conditions include the impacts of a changing climate, the built
environment and changes in population and land use. It’s crucial to recognize how these conditions will impact people, including
those who are disproportionately impacted by natural disasters and underserved in the resources they receive to recover.
The webinar provides ideas, resources and examples of how to integrate future conditions information into the hazard mitigation
planning process to increase overall resilience. The intended audience for this training is state, local, tribal and territorial
governments and other private sector and non-government partners involved in developing hazard mitigation plans.
Watch the one-hour 15-minute training on FEMA’s YouTube channel.

CRS 2022 Webinars
The CRS offers one-hour webinars to help communities understand and meet their CRS requirements.
Many will be recorded, so they can be accessed later. Registration is free but required, as space is limited.
Some courses provide continuing education credits for certified floodplain managers (CFMs). All
webinars begin at 1:00 p.m, EST
•
•

November 15 - Stormwater Management Regulations (Activity 450)
November 16 - CRS & Floodplain Species Assessment

Link to https://crsresources.org/training/ to register. Click here and type “CRS” in the search field to view webinars that are now
open for registration.

CRS Elevation Certificate Videos
8 Video Links – Updated April 2022
1. CRS Elevation Certificate Training Series: Section A
2. CRS Elevation Certificate Training Series: Section B
3. CRS Elevation Certificate Training Series: Sections C & D
4. CRS Elevation Certificate Training Series: Sections E & F
5. CRS Elevation Certificate Training Series: Section G
6. CRS Elevation Certificate Training Series: General Issues, Part 1
7. CRS Elevation Certificate Training Series: General Issues, Part 2
8. CRS Elevation Certificate Training Series: How to Correct an Elevation Certificate

Link to the YouTube videos CRS Elevation Certificate Training Series – YouTube.
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Kentucky Updates and Releases
Better Way: An Application for Risk Characterization of HABs on the Ohio River
August 2, 2022
In 2015, an unprecedented algal bloom in the Ohio River caught many communities by surprise. Since then, EPA
researchers have been working with water quality managers to address a gap in scientific research regarding the
ability to predict harmful algal blooms on rivers.
HAB events on rivers are likely to become increasingly common as climate change pushes towards longer, hotter, drier
summers. As spring showers wash nutrients into the river, an extended hot drought period will cause water to evaporate from
the river. Less water in the river creates a higher concentration of nutrients as well as a slower flow, factors which impact the
likelihood of a HAB event.
Beginning in 2018, the team conducted research over the course of three years to create a web-based application that
used key factors to predict HABs. The team developed a multi-pronged approach that modeled risk probabilities
for sites along the entire river and included water quality data to help evaluate the model predictions. The efforts
resulted in a real-time HABs risk characterization tool that is now being used and maintained by ORSANCO.
Read about the tool they created to help better understand water quality in the river and prepare for future algal blooms.
Learn More from EPA

•
•
•
•

Cyanobacterial Harmful Algal Blooms
Climate Change and Harmful Algal Blooms
A Flow-Based Risk Characterization Model for HABs on the Ohio River
Risk Characterization App for Harmful Cyanobacteria Blooms on the Ohio River

October as Clean Water Act Month
By proclamation, Governor Andy Beshear has declared the month of October as Clean Water Act Month, in honor of the 50th
anniversary of the signing of the Clean Water Act.
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Kentucky Drought Info
October 27, 2022

The NWS announced severe drought has expanded across much of central Kentucky and moderate drought
continues in southern Indiana.

One-Stop Drought Information Page for Southern Indiana and Central Kentucky
Including the latest Drought Information Statement

https://www.weather.gov/lmk/drought
United States Drought Monitor https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu
A drought can
make hot weather
Always observe state and local restrictions on water
feel even more
use during a drought.
severe. Be sure you
Apply chemical pesticides and fertilizers carefully – read the are prepared to
label. Chemicals, especially those applied in dry form, can stay protect yourself and
dry in a drought and be blown by the wind to sensitive areas. If others during hot,
over-applied, they can accumulate and eventually wash away in dry spells.
concentrated amounts when the drought ends, possibly causing
greater harm.

Tips for During a Drought

Be aware of dust-related health problems. Extended periods of
dry weather can increase dust or other fine particles in the air
we breathe, and possibly cause or worsen existing health
problems.
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Silver Sponsors

Click the sponsor logo to go to their website

Platinum Sponsors
Jeff Butler, jeffrey.butler@atkinsglobal.com

Ben Conley, benjamin.conley@aecom.com

Matt Gramza, mgramza@cecinc.com

Mike Greene, mike.greene@stantec.com and
Katherine Osborne, katherine.osborne@stantec.com
Thomas Grubbs, thomas.grubbs@eudsconsulting.com and
Chris Brewer, chris.brewer@eudsconsulting.com

Gold Sponsors
:

Marla Biles, marla.biles@juvare.com
Tina Belz, tina.belz@gpdgroup.com and Jimmy
Stahl, jstahl@gpdgroup.com

Kurt Luecke, kluecke@floodproofing.com

Bronze Sponsors
Michael Clark, mjclark@res.us and Brad
Anderson, banderson@res.us

Richard Walker, richard.walker@tetratech.com

Pamela Moore
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