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Abstract:  Whether you're new to the process or you've been around the block a few times, federal and 
state permits can be a daunting topic, especially in light of the new federal rule that went into effect 
September 11, 2020.  

How do you know if the work you're doing is impacting a stream or wetland? What is considered a 
jurisdictional stream or wetland? When and how does the 401 water quality certification (WQC) 
program get involved? What IS the 401 water certification program? How do federal and state programs 
work together to permit your work?  

Or -- if you know you DO need a 401 WQC, what do you do now? Who do you need to contact? What 
materials should you be getting together? When should you apply for a 401 certification and a 404 
permit? All of these questions and more will be answered in this presentation. Topics include: Quick 
background on the Clean Water Act and Section 401; state regulations; new federal process; when you 
need to apply; applying for a WQC; different types of certifications; what to do once you've received 
your certification; types of mitigation; one-step removal and gravel excavation. Don't see the topic 
you're looking for? Join us, and ask questions!   

Bio:   

Samantha Vogeler is an Environmental Scientist and Senior Project Manager with the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky.  She serves as the team lead in the review of Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality 
Applications and issues 401 Water Quality Certifications.  Samantha has engaged in the hydrological 
biological assessments of wetlands and waters of the Commonwealth since 2013.  She has extensive 
experience in the monitoring for long term stream and wetland mitigation protects. 

 



She regularly works with federal, state, public, and private agencies to ensure that proposed projects 
comply with state water quality standards.  Experience working with USACE, KDFWR, FEMA, NRCA, 
USFWS, FERC, EPA, state and local agencies.  Samantha is a graduate of Northern Kentucky University, 
BS in Biology. 

E-Mail Address:  samantha.vogeler@ky.gov 
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