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Developing Successful
HMA Grant Applications

• HMA Grant Programs

• Successful Defined (not just HMA grants!)

• Preparing to Apply

• Core Elements

• Questions (post in chat or question box)



FEMA Hazard Mitigation Assistance 
(HMA) Grant Programs

Building Resilient 
Infrastructure & Communities

BRIC

Hazard Mitigation: Any sustained action taken to eliminate or 
reduce long-term damages to human life and property.



HMGP 
Post-Disaster Grant 

Program 

• Regular: Mitigate Hazard Risks to 
Infrastructure, Residential Properties
• Drainage Improvement, Structural 

Elevations, Safe Rooms, 
Acquisition/Demolition

• Planning: Develop and Update 
Hazard Mitigation Plans
• State, Local

• Initiative: Provide Community 
Education, Early Warning Systems, 
Emergency Power for Critical 
Facilities
• Flood Simulators, Sirens, Generators

Funds become available 
following presidentially-
declared disasters 

Funded at 20% of overall 
state damage 
assessments – KY has an 
Enhanced State Hazard 
Mitigation Plan to receive 
the extra 5%

Word Doc Format



Building Resilient 
Infrastructure & 

Communities
BRIC

• Regular
• Same as HMGP; focus on public 

infrastructure & community lifelines

• Capability & Capacity Building  
• Planning 

• Project Scoping/Design

• Building Codes 

• Partnerships

Non-Disaster Grant 
Program 

Funds available annually

Funded at 6% of total 
annual federal disaster 
funds

FEMA GO Application



Flood Mitigation 
Assistance

Non-Disaster Grant 
Program 

Funds available 
annually to 
mitigate/protect 
properties insured 
under the NFIP

Annual allocation varies

FEMA GO Application

• Regular 
• Acquisitions, Elevations, Drainage 

Improvement, Community Flood 
Mitigation

• Planning 
• State & Local

• Project Scoping/Design
• Community Flood Mitigation



Minimum Criteria for Project Eligibility

• Conforms with State and Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plans

• Conforms with environmental laws 
and regulations

• Solves a problem independently and is 
a long-term solution

• Is cost-effective (1.0+ BCA ratio)

• National Flood Insurance Program 
participation (if project is in SFHA)



• Meets eligibility requirements of the grant program
• Tells a complete, accurate, and compelling story with a narrative 

and supporting evidence
• What happened, when did it happen, where did it happen, 

and why did it happen?
• How do you propose to keep it from happening again?
• What will the result be if it happens again?

• Results in funding your mitigation project
• Provides your community with needed resources to solve 

problems

What is a successful grant application?



Make Your Story Compelling

Your HMA grant application story needs a LITTLE BIT of this 
definition --

• “evoking interest, attention, or admiration in a powerfully 
irresistible way”

(Opposite: BORING)

-- and a WHOLE LOT of this definition:

• “not able to be refuted; inspiring conviction”
(Opposite: WEAK)



Pre-Application Decision Making:
Gathering Information

Document the decision-making 
process and all evaluated 
solutions to include in your 
grant application and public 
notice (if needed).



Step 1: Define the problem
• Refer to your local Hazard Mitigation Plan to ensure that your project 

hazard, area, and preferred mitigation solution are included. If not, 
your local plan may need to be updated.

• Identify the hazard and risk assessment information that relates to 
the problem

• Refer to the risk assessment section of your
hazard mitigation plan.

• Use plan information to describe the 
problem scope and impact on the 
community.  



Step 2: Brainstorm potential solutions

• Review the hazard 
mitigation plan strategy for 
reducing risk

Section 4.0 Regional Hazard Analysis 42
4.0.1 2016 Regional Hazard Mitigation Goals and Objectives 42
4.0.2 Hazard Descriptions 47
4.0.3 Profiling Hazards 48
4.0.4 Dams 48
4.0.5 Drought 49
4.0.6 Earthquakes 50
4.0.7 Floods 53
4.0.8 Karst 56
4.0.9 Landslides 57
4.0.10 Severe Storm/Tornadoes 59
4.0.11 Severe Winter Storms 60
4.0.12 Wildfires 62
4.0.13 Project and Vulnerability Ranking Methodology 63
4.1 Regional Risk Assessment 64
4.2 Methodology 64
4.3 Bluegrass Regional Vulnerability Assessment 65
4.4 Hazards Regionally Ranked 74
4.5 Summary of Critical and Non-Critical Facilities 76
4.6 Project List Summary and Ranking 85
4.6.1 County Ranked Projects 85
4.7 Local Capabilities Assessment 106
4.8 National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Responses 108
4.9 Regional Hazard Maps 110

• Suggest possible strategies or 
projects 

Flood Hazard:

• Flood control projects: South Maple Street, North Winchester 

• Continue to seek funding to acquire homes in identified flood-prone areas of the County.
• Boonesborough Area/Kentucky River.

• Improve drainage and retention areas in both City and County.

• Pursue a project to maintain creek banks: Strodes Creek.

• Address County’s most at risk critical facilities and evaluate the potential mitigation 
techniques for protecting each facility to the maximum extent feasible.

• Upgrade of storm sewer and storm drainage system.

• Acquire/demolish, elevate, or relocate floodprone structures.



Step 3: Establish criteria

• Community Support

• Community Resources

• Eligibility

• Federal/State/Community Criteria

• Engineering Feasibility

• Cost-Effectiveness

• Environmental Planning and Historic Preservation (EHP) Compliance



Step 4: Evaluate Solutions vs. Criteria
✓Community Support

✓ Community Resources

✓ Eligibility
• Are funds available?

• Does your project conform to the NOFO guidance for the grant 
program?

✓ Federal/State/Community Criteria
• NFIP participation required?

• State financial risk assessment favorable?

• Compliant with local floodplain ordinance?

• Has the community adopted the latest building codes?



Step 4: Evaluate Solutions vs. Criteria
✓Engineering Feasibility

• Do you need to retain an engineering firm for analysis and design of a drainage 
project?
• If so, does the project need to be phased? (Phase I Design, Phase II Construction)

✓ Cost-Effectiveness
• Can you document past events and damages?

• Can you secure an accurate cost estimate?

✓ Environmental Planning and Historic Preservation (EHP) Compliance
• Are there endangered species in the project area?

• Will any structures over 50 years of age be affected?

• Will the project be located near or otherwise affect any bodies of water?

• Are there cultural resources in the area that might be affected?



Step 5: Choose Preferred Solution

Choose the solution that best meets the criteria and serves community’s needs.



Bonus Step: Benefit Cost Analysis
• Hazard mitigation projects funded by FEMA 

must be cost-effective. 

• A project’s cost-effectiveness is evaluated with 
a Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA).

• BCA is the process of quantifying the benefits 
of a mitigation project and comparing 
them to its costs, resulting in a Benefit Cost      

Ratio (BCR). 

• BCA must use FEMA’s approved analysis 
methods.

• All data must be credibly documented.

The proposed project 
must pass BCA to be cost 

effective per FEMA 
guidelines.

Benefits/Costs: 
BCR is greater than or equal to 1.0 = Cost Effective



Bonus Step: Benefit Cost Analysis
• The BCA evaluates the future benefits (projected losses 

avoided) of the project in relation to the project costs.

• Compares before-mitigation and after-mitigation conditions

• If damages are reduced after 
mitigation is implemented, then 
there are benefits to count.



Application Dealbreakers

• Not Cost Effective/BCR is less than 1.0

• No records of past damages or professionally modeled expected 
damages

• Damages are due to lack of maintenance

• Work has begun or will be started before application approval

• You need funds immediately
• FEMA application review period -- programmatic, technical, and 

environmental reviews -- may take 2 years or longer



Core Application Elements



Scope of Work

A little bit of interesting

A WHOLE LOT of 
convincing

DFIRM

Proof of Damages

Photos

Event History



Scope of Work: The Story Narrative & Evidence
The project scope of work should tell a complete, accurate, and compelling 

story in a written narrative accompanied by supporting evidence.

• What happened? 

• Where did it happen?

• When did it happen?

• Why did it happen?

• Has it happened before?

• What effects did it have/problems did it cause?

• How did your community respond?

• What is your proposed solution?

• If it happens again after mitigation, what will the results be?



The Story: Narrative

Over the past several years, Our City,
KY has seen an increase of storm
intensity and frequency. Torrential rain
events pounded the city on October 5,
2013 and April 3, 2015. Flash flooding
caused serious damage to numerous
structures including repetitive (RL) and
severe repetitive loss (SRL) structures.
Additionally, Our City’s 10th largest
flood event occurred in 2018 when Our
River rose over 19 feet. More recently,
September 2018 rainfall broke the
record for the wettest September on
record with nearly 11 inches of rainfall.
As a result, there is great interest by
local officials and homeowners to
participate in a buyout or acquisition
program.

Supporting Evidence

• Photographs

• FEMA Inspection Reports

• Local EM Reports

• Disaster Volunteer Agencies    
Documentation

• Newspaper Articles

• Social Media Posts

• NOAA, NWS, KY Mesonet
Data/ Records

• Floodplain Coordinator &   
Public Works Call Logs, 
Reports, Records 



The Story Narrative: History of Hazard Events
March 2017: Severe storms blew through Our City area causing power outages, traffic issues, and

flash flooding. Heaviest rain fell across southern Our City with about 2 to 3 inches observed at Our

River gages over 24 hours. Approximately 300 calls came into Our City Public Works from

customers regarding flooding.

April 2015: This flood became Our City's one day record for the month of April and caused

citywide flooding. The rate at which the rain fell made responding difficult. Our City Airport recorded

3.96 inches of rain in 6 hours with nearly half of that occurring in one hour alone. Many roads were

impassible resulting in closures. More than 200 water rescues were performed by emergency

personnel and more than 70 motorists were stranded and needing rescuing.

October 2013: Measured from midnight to midnight during a single day, October 5, 5.91 inches of

rainfall made it the third wettest day on record, according to the National Weather Service.

Hundreds were affected by flash flooding late Saturday and early Sunday after more than six

inches of rain fell in 24 hours in parts of Our City, prompting more than 1,000 calls to police, 84

evacuations, hundreds of assists and 12 rescues by firefighters. Originally the weather service

forecasted less than two inches of rain to fall late Saturday into Sunday (October 4- 5), but by 8

p.m. three inches had fallen, and forecasters issued the first of several flash flood warnings.

Shortly after 10 p.m. Little Creek overflowed and caused flooding along Little Creek Lane in the

Little Creek neighborhood. Officials shut down a portion of the street on Saturday night as the

creek seeped over the roadway. In a nearby neighborhood, Our City Water Rescue Team

performed 250 assists and had to use watercraft to rescue a dozen people from their homes.

Event History: NOAA
NCDC Archives

Online Articles/Photos

Supporting
Evidence



The Story Narrative: Project Overview

This project targets 3 validated SRL properties as well as 1 RL structure where flooding

and damages are becoming more frequent. To further support flood mitigation, Our City

developed a strategy to prioritize mitigation throughout the jurisdiction. Structures

included in this grant are ranked high on the prioritization list. This project will acquire

and demolish 4 structures on Our Street within the AE zone. Within 90 days of purchase,

the structures will be demolished, and all incompatible facilities removed. Approximately

5 acres will be deed restricted in accordance with 44CFR80. Future flood damages will

be eliminated in the target area. After acquisition, open space may be utilized to provide

benefits such as improved flood storage or green space.

Property owners have signed a Notice of Voluntary Interest and completed a Hazardous

Materials Survey. Appraisals will be conducted using a licensed appraiser. If the owner

disputes the property valuation, a second appraisal may be obtained at the property

owner's expense. Once acquired, structures will be tested for the presence of lead and

asbestos. Qualified demolition companies will use the results of the tests for bidding

purposes. Once a contractor is obtained, demolition on the structures will begin. Long-

term maintenance at the sites will be the sole responsibility of Our City and is not

included in the project budget.

Our City has coordinated with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet and the USACE, and

there are no current or proposed projects within the area.

Notice of Voluntary Interest 

Local Government Name 

Floodprone Property Acquisition Project 

Homeowner Interest: Voluntary Notice 

Please complete this form if you are interested in exploring further your options for reducing 

your flood losses.  Signing this does not commit you to any action. 

Property Address: 

Owner(s) Mailing Address: 

Owner(s) Name(s) 

Contact Phone Number: 

The local government is required by FEMA to inform you that your participation in this 

project for open-space acquisition is voluntary. Neither the State nor the Local Government 

will use its eminent domain authority to acquire the property for open-space purposes if 

you choose not to participate, or if negotiations fail. 

  

______________________  ______________ 

Owners Signature                   Date 

______________________  ______________ 

Owners Signature                   Date 

______________________  ______________ 

Owners Signature                   Date 

Hazardous Materials Survey

NOVI

Privacy Act Notice 

1974 - 5 U.S.C.552a 

 
The information contained in this transmittal is legally privileged and 

confidential.  Its use is protected under the privacy act of 1974, 5 U. S. 

C. section 552(a).  Use of the information provided should be restricted 

to applicable routine use cited in the systems notice published in 56 FR 

26415.   

 

Privacy Act:  Under the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C.552a), personal identifiers, 

such as names, may be used only for the specific purpose advanced in 

the release authorization. In this instance, "... that the use furthers flood 

plain management activities and the hazard mitigation goals of the 

Agency." One of the allowable uses of names and flood insurance policy 

numbers is to analyze the effectiveness of local flood loss reduction 

efforts.  Accordingly, communities may use personal identifiers for this 

purpose only and are prohibited from using them for solicitation, or 

other reasons. 
 

Personal identifiers such as names, addresses, and even the 9 digit zip must 

not be included in any document that may be released to the general public 

or to the press.  The project manager may put the data in an appendix that is 

for internal use only, number the properties and then only reference the 

numbers in the plan or other document.  There may be other solutions that 

work as well in keeping the property identifiers private. You may reference 

areas but not specific properties. 

 

 

Signature _____________________________________________________ 

 

Date_________________________________________________________ 

Privacy Act Notice



The Story Narrative: SOW Location

• Community Information (assume the FEMA 

reviewer knows nothing about your location)

• Past Damages History

• Additional Structure Information

• Build Year

• Type of foundation (slab on grade, 

basement, crawlspace, piers)

• Any major modifications or additions made 

to the structure

• Current and historic uses of the existing 

structures

• Site Information

• Current and historic uses of the site

• Any previous ground disturbing activities

• Characteristics of the surrounding area

• Future use of the project site

Supporting Evidence

• Wikipedia, Census, KGS Data

• Contractor Estimates

• Insurance Claims

• Receipts  for Repair Work

• FEMA Residential SDE Report

• Physical Address

• Accurate Lat/Long Coordinates

• Decimal format +/- 64’

• DFIRMS (mark site)

• KY Flood Hazard Portal (mark site)

• Topo Map (mark site)

• Elevation Certificate

• PVA Record

• Plat/Parcel Map

• Local Historic Property Records

DFIRM



FINAL PUBLIC NOTICE 

Revise as applicable 

 

The _______________________ has applied for Federal Emergency Management Agency 

(FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funding through KY Emergency 

Management as a sub-applicant. 

Under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), federal actions must be reviewed and 

evaluated for feasible alternatives and for social, economic, historic, environmental, legal, and 

safety considerations. Under Executive Order (EO) 11988 and EO 11990, FEMA is required to 

consider alternatives to and to provide a public notice of any proposed actions in or affecting 

floodplains or wetlands. EO 12898 also requires FEMA to provide the opportunity for public 

participation in the planning process and to consider potential impacts to minority and low-income 

populations. This notice may also fulfill requirements under Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act (NHPA). 

Funding for the proposed project will be conditional upon compliance with all applicable federal, 

tribal, state, and local laws, regulations, floodplain standards, permit requirements and conditions. 

Applicant: KYEM 

Sub-Applicant:  

Project Title:  

Location of Proposed Work/Date of Construction:  

   

A map showing the area of the proposed mitigation project is available by contacting (Name and 

Telephone Number or Email Address) 

 

Special Flood Hazard Area Zone: This project is for the retrofit of public buildings located in 

multiple flood zones included A or AE (1% annual chance flood elevation), or Shaded X (0.2% 

annual chance flood elevation). Confirmation of location in an SFHA was made by reference to 

the latest Flood Insurance Rate Map, Panel 13051C0213G, 13051C0214G, 13051C0326G. The 

proposed work conforms to all applicable Commonwealth of Kentucky and local floodplain 

regulations. The proposed work will be installed on existing buildings and will have no effect on 

the local floodplain. The proposed work has the potential to be affected by the location in an SFHA. 

The action will be mitigated by protecting all electrical components to the 1% annual chance flood 

elevation for non-critical actions and to the 0.2% for critical actions. 

 

Proposed Work and Purpose:  

The ___________________ is requesting funds to purchase and install emergency hurricane 

shutters for multiple public buildings. The purpose of this project is to protect the buildings from 

The Story Narrative: SOW  Details

• Applicable codes & standards to be met

• Compliance with floodplain ordinance

• Removal of vegetation, large trees or 

landscape features

• Any proposed activities near/in a body of 

water

• Proposed staging areas

• Grading or clean fill

• Depth and footprint of any ground 

disturbing activities

• Low Impact Construction Methods

• Deed restrictions for the site

• Final Public Notice

• KYTC/USACE Correspondence

• Declaration & Release/DOB (pre-event 

value)

• Identify threatened/endangered species 

and/or designated habitat

Area of Disturbance Map

Model Deed Restriction

Lower Impact 
Demo Standards

EHP 8 Step Process

EHP Checklist

Supporting Evidence

KY Clearinghouse Letter

Public Notice

Declaration & 
Release



The Story Narrative: How Will You Fix the Problem?

The Demolition Scope of Work includes the following activities: 

• Removal of demolition debris and household hazardous wastes to an approved

landfill (this includes debris from the demolition of houses, garages, driveways,

sidewalks, and above-grade concrete slabs);

• Abatement of asbestos and/or lead-based paint;

• Permitted disposal of fuel tanks that support a residential use only (if any);

• Removal of all structure foundation and basement walls to at least 1 foot below

the finish grade of the site;

• Filling of basements with compacted clean fill (basement floors will have a

minimum 1-foot-diameter hole in the floor to allow for drainage);

• Removal of only those trees that restrict the demolition work on any structure;

• Termination of all abandoned utilities at least 2 feet below the finish grade of the

site;

• Capping of all wells and/or removal of associated components; and
• Grading, leveling, and site stabilization of all demolition sites.



The Story Narrative: Alternatives Considered

Alternatives include both no action and elevation. If no action is taken, the

properties will continue to incur damages related to high intensity storms and

flooding. Elevation includes raising structures such that the first floor elevation is

above the Base Flood Elevation (BFE) to protect primary residence structures from

the recurring flood hazards. For this project, structures would need to be elevated

approximately 2 to 4 feet to meet the freeboard requirement. The cost of elevating a

structure is based on several factors such as square footage of the home, number

of stories, foundation type, and age of the structure. Based on previous experience

with elevating structures in the area, we have estimated the average unit cost per

structure to be approximately $165,093, which is greater than the value of the

structures. In addition, risk due to road flooding and related lack of access for

emergency services would remain. Events in excess of the 100-year storm could

still damage the elevated structures. Based on our estimates, the cost of the
alternatives are greater than the proposed acquisition and demolition of properties.



The Story Narrative: Post-Mitigation?

Approximately 5 acres will be deed restricted as green space in accordance with

44CFR80. Open space may be utilized to provide benefits such as improved flood

storage.

Our City will provide long-term maintenance for the project. Routine maintenance

shall include, but not be limited to, such responsibilities as:

• Regular mowing,

• Keeping vacant land clear of debris, garbage, and vermin;

• Keeping stream channels, culverts, and storm drains clear of obstructions and

debris; and

• Keeping detention ponds free of debris, trees, and woody growth.

We anticipate the annual maintenance cost will be approximately $350.00 per
parcel.



SOW: Phased Projects

If your HMGP or BRIC project requires an engineering design that 
is not yet completed, you can submit the application as a phased 
project. 

Phase I will be project design, and Phase II will be 

project construction.

The SOW, Timeline (Milestones), and Budget 

must consistently demonstrate the phases.



Core Application Elements



Time: Project Work Plan
The project work plan is the proposed schedule for implementation 

shown step by step as a series of Milestones. 

Projects may take up to 3 years to complete. 

• State Master Agreement Process 
• Solicitation of Contractor Bids
• Design
• Construction
• Site Restoration
• Inspections
• Final Payments and Closeout



Time: Project Work Plan



Time: Project Work Plan

BRIC: Go/No-Go Milestones
• Major milestone that, if not 

completed on time, may result in 
a cancellation of the subaward

• Must identify a series of Go/No-
Go milestones throughout the 
work schedule for mitigation 
activities that FEMA will review 
and approve 

Example

Phase 1: Engineering: Go/No Go Milestone #1
Duration: 6 months

Task Description
Develop engineering drawings, specifications, and 
opinion of probable cost. 

Phase 2: Construction Bidding: Go/No Go Milestone #2
Duration: 3 months

Task Description
Bid construction and award contractor.



Core Application Elements



• An accurate breakdown of estimated project 
activity costs 

• Materials, Labor, Fees
• Cost share breakout
• Management Costs



Line-Item Budget

• Pre-award costs:
Reimbursed if grant is 
awarded; identify in the 
line item

• Application 
Development

• Cultural Surveys, 
Environmental 
Assessments

• Design 



• In-kind costs:
May be applied to             

local cost share
• Identify in the 

line-item budget 
and in the cost 
share breakout



Your line-item budget may also include:
• Project management – 5% of total costs to manage project
• Site inspections, permits, bidding
• Subrecipient or contractor

• Grant management – 5% of total costs to manage grant
• May be reimbursed at 100% federal
• Quarterly reports, payments & reimbursement tracking, 

closeout paperwork
• Subrecipient or contractor



Line-Item Budget

• Contingencies
• 5% of total costs (7% historic properties)
• Must be assigned to other line item
• Must request drawdown after award if needed

• No overhead or profit line items

• Documentation of cost estimates must be attached

• Commitment of matching funds letter must be attached
• State that funds will be available for the duration of the project 

implementation
• Specify source of funds and/or in-kind contributions

• 2CFR200 administrative guidelines apply 
•No contractor who assists in preparing the application can bid on project 
work after award
•Cost estimates provided by contractors/vendors can be used



Management Costs to manage 
the grant can be requested at 
100% federal share.

Management Costs must be 
identified  separately in the 
line-item budget, and a 
descriptive narrative must be 
included.



Lobbying & Drug-Free 
Workplace

Non-Construction 
Assurances

Construction 
Assurances

SF424-C Budget

SF424-C 
Mandatory

Acquisition Statement
Of Assurances

VII Maintenance Agreement  
 

NOTE: Applicants whose proposed project involves the purchase and installation of a 

generator must sign the following agreement. 

 

 

                hereby agrees that if it receives any Federal aid as a result of the attached project 

application, it will accept responsibility, at its own expense if necessary, for the routine maintenance 

of the approved generator.  Routine maintenance shall include, but not be limited to; having a 

maintenance plan that specifically lists maintenance requirements.  This will be written under the 

guidance of the generator manufacturer, so that the maintenance requirements are specific for the 

type of generator the community is purchasing.  This plan will also include the process for regular 

maintenance to ensure proper electrical connection, testing, and upkeep to the generator.  It is 

understood that the maintenance of the approved generator shall continue for the operational life of 

the generator.   

 

 

The purpose of this agreement is to make clear the Sub grantee’s maintenance responsibilities 

following project award and to show the Sub grantee’s acceptance of these responsibilities.  It does 

not replace, supersede, or add to any other maintenance responsibilities imposed by Federal, State 

and Local laws or regulations and which are in force on the date of project award.  

 

 

  

Signed by      (printed or typed name of signing official) the duly authorized      (title) of       

(name of applicant), certified this       day of     ,      . 

                            (Month)  (Year) 

    

Signature of Chief Executive Officer/date: 

 

______________________________________________________ 

 

  

  

 

Maintenance
Agreement

Model Acknowledgement of Conditions  

For Mitigation of Property in a Special Flood Hazard Area 

With FEMA Grant Funds 

 

Property Owner _______________________________________________________________ 

Street Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City        , State    Zip Code    

Deed dated _________________________, Recorded _________________________________ 

Tax map ___________________, block ___________________, parcel ___________________ 

Base Flood Elevation at the site is ______________ feet (NGVD). 

Map Panel Number ________________________, effective date _________________ 

 

As a recipient of Federally-funded hazard mitigation assistance under the Hazard Mitigation 

Grant Program, as authorized by 42 U.S.C. §5170c / Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program, as 

authorized by 42 U.S.C. §5133 / Flood Mitigation Assistance Program, as authorized by 42 

U.S.C. §4104c / Severe Repetitive Loss, as authorized by 42 U.S.C. §4102a, the Property Owner 

accepts the following conditions: 

 

1. That the Property Owner has insured all structures that will not be demolished or 

relocated out of the SFHA for the above-mentioned property to an amount at least 

equal to the project cost or to the maximum limit of coverage made available with 

respect to the particular property, whichever is less, through the National Flood 

Insurance Program (NFIP), as authorized by 42 U.S.C. §4001 et seq., as long as the 

Property Owner holds title to the property as required by 42 U.S.C. §4012a.   

 

2. That the Property Owner will maintain all structures on the above-mentioned property 

in accordance with the flood plain management criteria set forth in Title 44 of the 

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 60.3 and City/County Ordinance as long as 

the Property Owner holds title to the property.  These criteria include, but are not 

limited to, the following measures: 

 

i. Enclosed areas below the Base Flood Elevation will only be used for 

parking of vehicles, limited storage, or access to the building; 

ii. All interior walls and floors below the Base Flood Elevation will be 

unfinished or constructed of flood resistant materials; 

iii. No mechanical, electrical, or plumbing devices will be installed below 

the Base Flood Elevation; and 

iv. All enclosed areas below Base Flood Elevation must be equipped with 

vents permitting the automatic entry and exit of flood water. 

 

For a complete, detailed list of these criteria, see City/County Ordinance attached to 

this document. 

 

3. The above conditions are binding for the life of the property.  To provide notice to 

subsequent purchasers of these conditions, the Property Owner agrees that the 

City/County will legally record with the county or appropriate jurisdiction’s land 

Elevation Model 
Acknowledgement

Of Conditions

FEMA Region IV Assurances & Certifications Forms



Final Tips

• Start work early – don’t procrastinate!
• Work closely with your assigned KYEM Grant Manager –

ask questions!
• Use the available resources to develop a successful

application – local, state, federal.
• Tell your story AND provide the evidence.
• Be aware of deadlines – add to your 

calendar!



Questions

University of Kentucky 

Martin School of Public Policy & Administration

Hazard Mitigation Grants Program

Esther White, Project Grants Manager

316 Bowman Hall

Lexington KY 40506

859-257-9248

eewhit3@uky.edu


