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Presenter Name:  Wes Turner 

Title:  Environmental Scientist 

Organization:  Divison of Water 

Title of Presentation: Today’s Tech: How to Collect the Data You Need 

ABSTRACT:  Technology is an integral part of our world in 2021.  Tools and data are available to 

users today that were completely unknown to most just a few years ago.  This presentation will 

demonstrate some of the different technologies and data being used by the Energy & 

Environment Cabinet, what tools are available to the public, as well as how some of these 

technology & tools can be used by local officials in their decision making processes.   

BIOGRAPHY:  Wesley Turner, Environmental Scientist V, Watershed Management Branch GIS 

and Data Analysis Section 

Mr. Turner has been with the State for 23 years working in various regulatory programs 

including Superfund, Drinking Water and now the GIS and Data Analysis Section. He began 

flying drones for the Division of Water since 2019 and has helped develop training programs for 

the Division and the Cabinet. Beginning in 2020, he has participated in a team to develop a 

bathymetry program to map water supply lakes and other bodies of water in the 

Commonwealth. 

He is the point of contact for Division and the Department of Environmental Protection on the 

UAS Users Committee. The Committee meets on a monthly basis to discuss drone operations, 

regulations and program development. The group consists of multiple state, county and quasi- 

governmental agencies with over 250 members. 

E-Mail Address: Wesley.Turner@ky.gov  
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Presenter Name:  Alex Van Pelt 

Title:  National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Coordinator  

Organization:  Divison of Water 

Title of Presentation: NFIP Basics & Programmatic Changes 

ABSTRACT:  The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is a voluntary program that 

encourages communities to manage their flood risk.  This presentation will cover some of the 

basics of the NFIP (how it works, what its goal are, how it accomplishes these goals) and well as 

upcoming changes to the program that are in the works, such a Risk Rating 2.0.   

BIOGRAPHY:  Alex VanPelt is the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s National Flood Insurance 

Program (NFIP) Coordinator at the Kentucky Division of Water. His primary responsibilities 

include assisting communities participating in the NFIP program in the commonwealth with 

local ordinances, ensuring compliance with NFIP regulations and standards, as well as providing 

technical assistance to communities regarding floodplain management. He also serves on the 

Kentucky State Hazard Mitigation Council, is the Kentucky Association of Mitigation Managers 

(KAMM) Region 3 Representative to the Board of Directors, and is a Co-Chair of KAMM”s 

Education and Professional Development committee. Alex received his Master of Science 

degree in Geography and Environmental Resources from Southern Illinois University at 

Carbondale (SIUC) in 2013, and a Bachelor’s of Science in Forestry from SIUC in 2010. He has 

been with the Kentucky Division of Water since 2015. 

E-Mail Address: alex.vanpelt@ky.gov 
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