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A Note from the Chair 

Happy New Year KAMM!  I hope everyone is surviving and mitigating in our new virtual 

world!  As always, we had an amazing conference, and this year will hold a special place in my 

heart.  Although not in ideal circumstances we had to go virtual for the first time in KAMM’s 

history.  The 16th annual KAMM conference will be remembered for the resilience of our 

KAMM members and our ability to mitigate the situation and still be able to network with new 

and old friends, collaborate between agencies, hold great presentations and workshops, and 

even still hold our after-hours socials virtually.   

The conference really showed what the strengths of the KAMM family are while embodying being together while 

apart.  We were still able to discuss best practices and share success stories about various mitigation-related topics 

and to participate in Regional Meetings and KAMM Committees.  

The newsletter provides a great recap of the conference and an overview of the latest in programmatic advancements 

and updates.  As always, the back cover is dedicated to our sponsors.  Please follow the links to our sponsors or 

email them for more info.  Without our Sponsors, KAMM would not be possible.   

I encourage you to visit KAMM’s website at www.kymitigation.org, where we are continuing work to provide a 

flood of information on all things mitigation and hazard related.  Pun intended... 

We are happy to announce our KAMM Store where you can shop and buy your own KAMM gear.  All embroidered 

items are made to order.  The Store offers 26 unique items.  Also available is our standard one-color screen-printed  

t shirt with front pocket logo and larger back logo.  You can have these shipped to you or choose store pickup in 

Louisville.  The KAMM Store is just one of many ways KAMM has evolved virtually this year. 

The KAMM Board is already hard at work for our 2021 activities.  The 2021 conference planning is under way and 

the board is diligently evaluating all possibilities to best host our ever-growing membership base.  We bought 

webinar software for the conference, so now we are setup for hosting a conference either virtually if we must and/or 

in person as Pikeville is still on the books.   

Regional Trainings will occur in March this year, and we will host webinars for all four Regions.  KAMM regional 

reps are putting together a webinar agenda that will allow our members to continue sharing knowledge, 

opportunities, and best practices for risk reduction.  We appreciate the input from you during regional meetings, 

committee meetings, and on the conference evaluations and have taken all feedback into account.   

KAMM introduced last year our successful EPA grant application and subsequent award to advance the idea of 

green infrastructure across the state.  KAMM will be providing awareness and training about various green 

infrastructure initiatives this year.   

In closing, we are the commonwealth’s mitigation community; we have what it takes to advance the culture of risk 

reduction, resiliency, and hazard mitigation whether its in-person or virtually.  Undertaking mitigation actions may 

seem like a daunting task but the numbers do not lie, for every dollar invested in mitigation saves 6 future dollars.  I 

will share more and exciting “wins” in months to come.  Predicting the future is futile (#2020).  Rather than predict, 

we should prepare — to move quickly and adapt.  Mitigation Matters!    

Mike Greene

KAMM Newsletter 
WINTER 2020 WWW.KYMITIGATION.ORG       
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KAMM Board of Directors 2020 Winter Retreat 

Yep, we had our 2-day KAMM Board Winter Retreat virtually in December.  KAMM purchased Go-To Meeting software for our 

September conference and we have utilized it for our monthly Board meetings to keep things moving along. 

We have lots of great ideas to share.  Our Regional Representatives and Committee Leads are preparing for webinars, training, 

and projects in 2021.  Stay Tuned! 
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2020 KAMM Virtual Conference 

Mitigation in a Virtual World 

September 22 – 23, 2020 Annual Conference 

September 21, 2020 – Preconference Sessions and Workshops  

• Link to KAMM Conference Recap 

• Link to Conference Presentations 

This year’s Annual Conference was virtual due to the pandemic.  KAMM held a daily selfie contest and used attendee names 
throughout the two-day conference for a spin the wheel drawing.  Winners received a $15 gift certificate to the KAMM Store.  Two 
happy hours were hosted by the NWS and KAMM.  Joe Sullivan, NWS, developed a game and gave prizes on the first day and 
KAMM hosted the KAMM Family the second day.   

We plan to host the 2021 conference in Pikeville.  

Save the Date:  KAMM 2021 Conference September 21 – 23! 

 

Thanks to  
Our Conference Committee! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to the  
Kentucky Silver Jackets! 
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KAMM Regions  

Link to KAMM Regions for more information on our four Regions.  

 

KAMM 2020 July Regional Training Webinar Recap 

Our July 22 Regional Training was a hit!   

The Ins and Outs of the NFIP:  How to Navigate the Floodplain Management Program.  Alex VanPelt, KDOW 

This webinar presentation provided guidance to help answer NFIP questions such as: What is the NFIP, What are the floodplain 

requirements, Do I need to be a Certified Floodplain Manager (CFM), How can I find information for an Elevation Certificate, 

What changes are happening to the NFIP, and more. 

Regional Training Recap:  http://www.kymitigation.org/2020-kamm-regional-training-webinar-recap/ 

 

2020 KAMM Conference Reports 

Thank you for attending Regional Training at the conference.  Following are the reports from each region that outline regional 

concerns, training wish lists, and how the region will move forward in 2021.   

Link to the Regional Reports:  

• Region I 2020 Conference minutes 

• Region II 2020 Conference minutes 

• Region III 2020 Conference minutes 

• Region IV 2020 Conference minutes 

 

Congratulations to Alex VanPelt and Angela Herndon who were reelected as their Regional Representative. 

  

mailto:kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
http://www.kymitigation.org/kamm-regional-meeting/
http://www.kymitigation.org/2020-kamm-regional-training-webinar-recap/
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Region-I-2020-Conference-Agenda-minutes.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Region-II-2020-Conference-minutes.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Region-III-2020-Conference-minutes.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Region-IV-2020-Conference-minutes.pdf
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KAMM Committees 

Participation in committees allows KAMM members to 

promote issues, challenges, and best practices that are 

important to them as well as an opportunity to 

network.  Ultimately, the committees will help develop 

and recommend policy to the KAMM Board. 

Each committee has an assigned Committee Lead and a 

KAMM Board member/s as a mentor.  Contact KAMM’s 

Committee Chairs at help@kymitigation.org or 

kentuckymitigation@gmail.com. 

For More info:  Visit the KAMM website at:  

www.kymitigation.org/kamm-committees/   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KAMM Committee Meeting Minutes 

For the first time, KAMM Committees met on Monday 

afternoon during Preconference Day.  The change in schedule 

accommodated the virtual conference and was a hit with 

attendees.  As a result, Committee Meetings will likely be held 

on preconference day every year at the annual conference.  

Link to Committee reports:  

• KAMM Awards Committee 2020 Report Out 

• KAMM 2020 Conference, Education and 

Professional Development Committee, Notes, 9-21-

2020 

• KAMM 2020 Conference, EM Committee, Notes, 9-

21-2020 

• KAMM 2020 Conference Flood Committee Notes 

9-21-2020 

 

  

KAMM Committee Information 

Committee Names link to Website Chair & Co-Chairs Board Mentor 

CRS Committee  Christina Groves  Carey Johnson 

Education and Professional 

Development  

Alex VanPelt & 

Katherine Osborne 

Mike Greene 

Emergency Management  Jason York & Bobby 

Carpenter 

Nick Grinstead & Geni Jo Brawner 

Flood Mitigation  Josh Human  Esther White & Sarah Taylor 

Awards & Grants Committee Mario Sebastiani Ben Conley & Angela Herndon 

mailto:kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
mailto:help@kymitigation.org
mailto:kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
http://www.kymitigation.org/kamm-committees/
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/KAMM-Awards-Committee-2020-Report-Out.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/KAMM-2020-Conference-Education-and-Professional-Development-Committee-Notes-9-21-2020.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/KAMM-2020-Conference-Education-and-Professional-Development-Committee-Notes-9-21-2020.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/KAMM-2020-Conference-Education-and-Professional-Development-Committee-Notes-9-21-2020.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/KAMM-2020-Conference-EM-Committee-Notes-9-21-2020.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/KAMM-2020-Conference-EM-Committee-Notes-9-21-2020.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/KAMM-2020-Conference-Flood-Committee-Notes-9-21-2020.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/KAMM-2020-Conference-Flood-Committee-Notes-9-21-2020.pdf
http://www.kymitigation.org/crs-committee/
http://www.kymitigation.org/education-and-outreach-committee/
http://www.kymitigation.org/education-and-outreach-committee/
http://www.kymitigation.org/education-and-outreach-committee/
http://www.kymitigation.org/emergency-management-committee/
http://www.kymitigation.org/flood-mitigation-committee/
http://www.kymitigation.org/awards-committee/
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KAMM Community Grant Overview 

2019 Grant Recipients 

Our 2019 Community Mitigation Grant fundraising efforts 

funded two mitigation projects in 2020 in Perryville and 

Falmouth.  At the conference, Mario Sebastiani, Grant and 

Awards Committee Chair, provided an overview of the grant 

process and introduced the 2019 Grant Recipients.  

Thanks to Chief Andrew Young, Perryville Fire Department 

and Mike Moore, Falmouth, for their presentations at the 

conference.   

Link to the presentation slides for both Community 

Grant Awards -Community Grant Overview. 

City of Perryville 

Flood Awareness Equipment - KAMM’s grant of $850 provided 

funds for equipment such as barricades & flood warning signs 

to assist in helping to warn the public of high waters in an 

historic district of the city.  

KAMM grant funding allowed the Perryville Fire Department 

to purchase: 5 plastic barricades, 4 Road Closed signs, and 4 

directional arrow signs for diverting traffic.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Falmouth Area Licking River Sweep 

KAMM’s grant provided funds for canoe rentals, gloves, 

and garbage bags to cleanup 6-miles the Licking River. 
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KAMM Store 

KAMM has a store!  We selected 25 items for the store inventory, and you will have a hard time deciding what you want from 

the KAMM Store.  Conference Attendees received a Promo Code for $25 at the KAMM Store. 

Check out the new KAMM Store!  

 

KAMM’s 2020 Mitigation Manager of the Year! 

Joe Sullivan, Louisville NWS 

Joe has been a member of KAMM since our early days.  Joe has devoted the bulk of his 

career to working with partner agencies to improve communication of critical weather 

information for the protection of life and property in an effort to build a Weather-Ready 

Nation.  Joe is a Warning Coordination Meteorologist for the Louisville NWS office. 

Joe is the best outreach partner ever for KAMM, often providing NWS perspective in 

activities such as Silver Jackets and NWS Weather Ready Nation Ambassadors.  Joe's 

suggested conference themes, 16 KAMM-dles, was seriously considered before 

we settled on KAMM in a Virtual World: Can't Stop KAMM!  Always ready to 

roll with the punches, Joe's Thursday morning sessions at KAMM conferences 

have entertained attendees for years.  His delivery and preparation are always 

impeccable.  Joe embodies the KAMM Mitigation Manager of the Year like no 

other. 

  

KAMM’s Community Grant Fundraiser in a Virtual World 

2020 Conference Auction and Raffle Overview 

KAMM sponsored the fourth annual Silent Auction this year as a virtual Silent Auction (now called the “Community 

Fundraiser”) and a Raffle with all funds going toward KAMM’s Community Mitigation Grant.  The community 

fundraiser had a great year despite the virtual nature raising $1,400 for the Community Grant Fund. 

Our auction raised funds to directly support our annual Community Mitigation Grant. 

Thanks to all the folks who contributed to the Raffle and to our Silent Auction! 

Check out our winners! 

Raffle:  Carey Johnson won the Raffle for a $100 Kentucky Branded Gift Certificate.  

Silent Auction:  Link to see who was the highest bidder!  KAMM_Silent_Auction_Final 

mailto:kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
http://kamm.mpcestores.com/c-491-kamm-apparel-gifts.aspx
http://kamm.mpcestores.com/c-491-kamm-apparel-gifts.aspx
http://www.kymitigation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/KAMM_Silent_Auction_Final-website.pdf
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DAY 1 WINNER!  
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DAY 2 WINNER 
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Grant Funding and Info 

Five Star and Urban Waters 
Restoration Grant Program Request 
for Proposals 

The National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation (NFWF) and the Wildlife 

Habitat Council (WHC), in cooperation 

with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

USDA Forest Service (USFS), U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS), FedEx, Southern Company and BNSF 

Railway are pleased to solicit applications for the 2021 

Five Star and Urban Waters Restoration program.  This 

program will award approximately $1.5 million in grants 

nationwide.   

The grant program seeks to develop community capacity 

to sustain local natural resources for future generations by 

providing modest financial assistance to diverse local 

partnerships focused on improving water quality, 

watersheds and the species and habitats they support.  

Projects include a variety of ecological improvements, 

community outreach, education and 

stewardship.  Ecological improvements may include one 

or more of the following: wetland, riparian, forest and 

habitat restoration; wildlife conservation, community tree 

canopy enhancement, water quality monitoring and green 

infrastructure best management practices for managing 

run-off.  

Projects should increase access to the benefits of nature, 

reduce the impact of environmental hazards and engage 

local communities, in project planning, outreach and 

implementation.   

The Five Star and Urban Waters Restoration Program 

focuses on the stewardship and restoration of coastal, 

wetland and riparian ecosystems across the 

country.  Funding priorities for this program include: 

• On-the-ground wetland, riparian, in-stream and/or 

coastal habitat restoration 

• Meaningful education and training activities, either 

through community outreach, participation and/or 

integration with K-12 environmental curriculum 

• Measurable ecological, educational and community 

benefits 

• Partnerships: Five Star projects should engage a 

diverse group of community partners to achieve 

ecological and educational outcomes. 

Proposal Due Date: January 28, 2021 by 11:59 p.m. ET 

Link to more info:  https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-

star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KAMM Webpage Grant Updates 

We’ve updated the website to include a 

comprehensive list of grant opportunities.  Check 

it out, and follow the links to various types of 

grants.   

o General Grant Info 

• FEMA HMA Grant Resources & 

Guidelines 

o Benefit Cost Analysis (BCA) 

▪ FEMA Benefit Cost 

Analysis Fact Sheets 

o FEMA Grant Job Aids & Fact 

Sheets 

• NRCS Flood Mitigation Funding and 

Guidance 

• CDBG: Community Development 

Block Grant Programs 

• 319 Grant Program 

• State Flood Control Matching Grant 

Program 

• Kentucky Firewise Community 

Grants 

• Local Mitigation Grant Examples 

 

mailto:kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/five-star-and-urban-waters-restoration-grant-program
http://www.kymitigation.org/grant-info/
http://www.kymitigation.org/hma-grant-resources-guidelines/
http://www.kymitigation.org/hma-grant-resources-guidelines/
http://www.kymitigation.org/benefit-cost-analysis-bca/
http://www.kymitigation.org/fema-benefit-cost-analysis-fact-sheets/
http://www.kymitigation.org/fema-benefit-cost-analysis-fact-sheets/
http://www.kymitigation.org/fema-grant-job-aids-fact-sheets/
http://www.kymitigation.org/fema-grant-job-aids-fact-sheets/
http://www.kymitigation.org/flood-mitigation-funding-and-guidance/
http://www.kymitigation.org/flood-mitigation-funding-and-guidance/
http://www.kymitigation.org/community-development-block-grants-funding-and-guidance/
http://www.kymitigation.org/community-development-block-grants-funding-and-guidance/
http://www.kymitigation.org/319-grant-program/
http://www.kymitigation.org/state-flood-control-matching-grant-program/
http://www.kymitigation.org/state-flood-control-matching-grant-program/
http://www.kymitigation.org/kentucky-firewise-community-grants/
http://www.kymitigation.org/kentucky-firewise-community-grants/
http://www.kymitigation.org/local-mitigation-grant-examples/
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*Average dollar amounts and totals include all Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grants from 1989 -September 2020.  Flood 

Mitigation Assistance (FMA) numbers include FMA, Repetitive Loss (RL), and Severe Repetitive Loss (SRL) grants.  Pre-

Disaster Mitigation (PDM) numbers include PDM and Legislative Pre-Disaster Mitigation (LPDM) grants.  The PDM 

program was sunset in FY 2020. 

 

  

mailto:kentuckymitigation@gmail.com
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMDQuMjk4OTQyMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mZW1hLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzLzIwMjAtMDgvZmVtYV9icmljLXByb3RlY3Qtc2NvcGluZy1hY3Rpdml0aWVzX3N1cHBvcnRfZG9jdW1lbnRfMDgtMjAyMC5wZGYifQ.W8AV4thDJlMERwlLTEW8RH1z5rtVihO6xFSdVJ_R4js/s/56241606/br/87942237637-l
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Training Opportunities 
 

FEMA Elevation Certificate Videos 

December 18, 2020 

The CRS Program has just released 8 videos that cover 

training on the FEMA Elevation Certificate (EC).  The videos 

describe each Section of the EC and explain which fields on 

the form are required for CRS purposes and why.  Each video 

explains the most common errors we see on the forms and 

how to avoid them.  There are also 2 videos covering general 

issues associated with ECs such as form date rules, page rules, 

how to handle annexations, how to handle Flood Insurance 

Rate Map (FIRM) changes after a building is permitted, and 

how to document different kinds of buildings.  And lastly, 

there is a video on how to correct and EC once you find one 

with errors. 

The videos should be watched beginning with Section A of the 

form and ending with “How to Correct an Elevation 

Certificate.” They are intended to serve community officials, 

surveyors, engineers, and architects who fill out these forms.   

1. How to Fill Out Section A for CRS Purposes 

2. How to Fill Out Section B for CRS Purposes 

3. How to Fill Out Section C & D for CRS Purposes 

4. How to Fill Out Section E & F for CRS Purposes 

5. How to Fill Out Section G for CRS Purposes 

6. General Issues, Part 1 

7. General Issues, Part 2 

8. How to Correct an EC 

Link to the YouTube 

videos: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLRJw9u8nG

NwP8sFZFMCyDqWNR1XnmzkpR 

 

ASFPM Posts Green Guide for CRS 

Association of State Floodplain Managers Flood Science 

Center’s Green Guide highlights 25 of the 94 elements in the 

2017 CRS Coordinator’s Manual, which have beneficial 

impacts beyond flood risk reduction.   

Link to https://www.floodsciencecenter.org/products/crs-

community-resilience/green-guide/. 

2021 CRS Webinars 

The CRS offers one-hour webinars to help 

communities understand and meet their CRS 

requirements.  Registration is free but required, 

as space is limited.  All webinars begin at 

1:00 p.m. Eastern. 

Jan 19, 2021  CRS Webinar Series: Preparing an Annual 

Recertification Becca Fricke-Croft 1 hour 15 mins 

Jan 20, 2021 CRS Webinar Series: CRS & Substantial Damage 

Properties Management Plans. Paul Osman 1 hour             

Feb 16, 2021  CRS Webinar Series: The 2021 Addendum to the 

CRS Manual.  Molly O’Toole 1 hour          

Feb 17, 2021 CRS Webinar Series: Changes to Activity 310 

Elevation Certificates… Scott Cofoid 1 hour 

Mar 16, 2021 CRS Webinar Series: Preparing a Verification 

Visit… Becca Fricke-Croft 1 hour          

Mar 17, 2021  CRS Webinar Series: CRS C CRS Credit for 

Conservation and Recovery of Threatened and Endangered 

Species.  French Wetmore 1 hour 

Apr 13, 2021 CRS Webinar Series: Preparing an Annual 

Recertification Becca Fricke-Croft 1 hour 15 mins 

Apr 14, 2021   CRS Webinar Series: Watershed Master 

Planning…  Shauna Urlacher     1 hour          

May 18, 2021 CRS Webinar Series: Introduction to the 

CRS… Becca Fricke-Croft 1 hour 

May 19, 2021 CRS Webinar Series: CRS & Substantial Damage 

Properties Management Plans Paul Osman 1 hour     

Jun 15, 2021 Changes in the CRS: The 2021 Addendum to the 

CRS Manual Molly O’Toole 1 hour           

Jun 16, 2021 CRS Webinar Series: CRS  Credit for 

Conservation and Recovery of Threatened and Endangered 

Species.  French Wetmore 1 hour 

Registration:  Click here and type “CRS” in the search field to 

view webinars. 

 

New Process for Repetitive Loss Data 

FEMA made changes to their Repetitive Loss data protocols.  

ISO will no longer distribute NFIP repetitive loss data to CRS 

communities.  All communities must request repetitive loss 

data (repetitive loss lists) directly from the FEMA Regional 

Office.  Communities in a verification cycle visit and 

communities applying for CRS entry will need a current list. 

Before repetitive loss data can be provided by the FEMA 

Regional 4 or DOW, communities must have an Information 

Sharing and Access Agreement (ISAA) in place with FEMA.  

The ISAA is a written form that must be fully executed before 

FEMA may release any NFIP data to the community.  
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Emergency Management Institute Floodplain Management and CRS Courses 

Floodplain Coordinators encouraged to attend Managing Floodplain Development thru the NFIP.  New CRS coordinators are 

encouraged to attend the 4-day CRS class (E278). 

CRS training opportunities are offered throughout the year at the FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute (EMI).  The course is 

free, and travel expenses are covered for those accepted to the EMI. 

Title Start End 

E0273: Managing Floodplain Development thru the NFIP 2/1/2021 2/4/2021 

E0273: Managing Floodplain Development thru the NFIP 6/28/2021 7/1/2021 

E0273: Managing Floodplain Development thru the NFIP 8/30/2021 9/2/2021 

E0278: NFIP/Community Rating System 5/24/2021 5/27/2021 

E0278: NFIP/Community Rating System 6/21/2021 6/24/2021 

E0278: NFIP/Community Rating System 9/13/2021 9/16/2021 

Click here for course information and schedules. 

 

 

National Dam Safety Technical Seminar 

February 16 – 19, 2021; 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Registration is open for the 28th Annual National Dam Safety Program Technical Seminar, “Risk Informed Decision Making and 

Benefit Cost Analysis for Dam and Levee Projects.”  This seminar will be held virtually on FEMA Adobe Connect.  

Participants encouraged to apply include all dam and levee safety professionals, including Public and Private Dam 

owners/operators, Dam Safety Engineers, Land Use planners and emergency management officials. 

Register:  link to the Emergency Management Institute website to register.  Emergency Management Institute | National Dam 

Safety Program Technical Seminar – Registration (fema.gov). 

Deadline for Registration: January 15, 2021. 

 

Self-Guided Training: Introduction to Lidar 

June 3, 2020 

Training is available through a partnership with the ASFPM and NOAA’s Office for Coastal 

Management (OCM).  This course, designed for those curious about what lidar is and why it is useful 

for management decisions, provides quick and flexible access to several topics needed to 

understand the lidar landscape.  The course features engaging video and audio, optional knowledge 

checks, a final quiz with certificate, and assistive services for those with disabilities. 

ASFPM has approved one self-study course for CEC credit at no cost.  You must complete the final 

exam to receive your certificate for the course, which you will then turn in for CEC credit. 

Introduction to Lidar on NOAA OCM’s Digital Coast Academy.  Link to the 

course:  https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/training/intro-lidar.html. 
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Program Updates and Releases 
 
FEMA Releases Public Assistance Policy and Program Guide 

May 27, 2020 

The fourth version of the Public Assistance Policy and Program Guide went into effect on June 1, 2020.  The 

Public Assistance (PA) Policy and Program Guide is a comprehensive program resource that combines 

FEMA Public Assistance policy into a single volume and provides an overview of the program 

implementation process.  Updates to the guide includes, but are not limited to: 

• Incorporation of the PA Alternative Procedures for Permanent Work Pilot Policy (FEMA Policy 104-

009-7); 

• Incorporation of the PA National Delivery Model process and procedures; 

• Updates to administrative processes and eligibility of applicants, emergency work, permanent work, and cost; and, 

• Incorporation of policies, job aids, and fact sheets. 

FEMA makes updates to the guide on an annual basis when necessary and conducts a comprehensive review no less than every 

three years. 

 

FEMA Mobile App Introduces New Mitigate Your Risk Section 

Receive real-time alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations nationwide. 

• Learn emergency safety tips for over 20 types of disasters, including fires, flooding, hurricanes, 

snowstorms, tornadoes and more. 

• Locate open emergency shelters and disaster recovery centers in your area where you can talk 

to a FEMA representative in person. 

• Prepare for disasters with a customizable emergency kit checklist, emergency family plan, 

and reminders. 

• Connect with FEMA to register for disaster assistance.  

Download the FEMA Mobile App. 

 

New Data Analysis Service on Endangered Species Offered Free to 

Energy Developers 

July 15, 2020  

The Energy and Environment Cabinet (EEC) announced a new partnership between the Office of Energy Policy (OEP) and the 

Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves (KNP) to provide a free data analysis service to energy developers.  

The Kentucky Biological Assessment Tool (KY-BAT), developed and maintained by KNP, provides information to help projects 

avoid and minimize potential impacts to sensitive plants, animals, and natural communities.  This partnership is an important link 

between endangered species and renewable energy. 

KNP’s natural heritage database contains over 20,000 species and rare community site-specific records.  KNP track or monitor 

nearly 1,000 species and ecological communities, as well as natural areas throughout the state.” 

By using this data, OEP will be able to identify ecologically sensitive areas and help site energy projects appropriately.    The KY-

BAT project offered through this partnership provides data services at no cost, but it is limited to 20 projects on a first-come, first-

serve basis. 

Learn more about the Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves. 

For more information, or to submit a project for this free data service, please contact Kenya Stump, kenya.stump@ky.gov.  
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USGS Unveils Mobile Flood Tool for the 
Nation  

The U.S. Geological Survey released a mobile tool 

that provides real-time information on water levels, 

weather, and flood forecasts all in one place.  The new USGS National 

Water Dashboard will help inform forecasting, response, and recovery 

efforts for agencies such as the National Weather Service, FEMA, U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, and other federal, state and local agencies. 

 

FEMA Adjusts Consumer Price Index  

October 1, 2020 

FEMA has provided financial guidance for all disasters declared on or after Oct. 1, 2020.  This guidance reflects the 2021 

Consumer Price Index adjustment of certain indicators for the Individual Assistance and Public Assistance programs. 

The index adjusted annually for inflation by the U.S. Department of Labor—has increased 1.3% for Fiscal Year 2021.  Therefore, 

the following FEMA program amounts have been changed: 

• The maximum amount of assistance for both housing assistance and other needs assistance under the Individuals and 

Households Program is $36,000. 

• The statewide per capita impact indicator under the Public Assistance program is $1.55. 

• The countywide per capita indicator under the Public Assistance program is $3.89. 

• The maximum amount of small project grants under the Public Assistance program is $132,800. 

• The minimum amount for project worksheets under the Public Assistance program is $3,320. 

The increases remain in effect for the next 12 months.  For more information visit the FEMA website. 

 

Flood Insurance Rates Increase 

October 1, 2020 

On Oct. 1, FEMA announced key changes for the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) to begin on 

April 1, 2021.  These changes include updated rate increases to comply with the premium rate caps 

established by the Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012 and the Homeowner Flood 

Insurance Affordability Act of 2014 (HFIAA).    

Beginning on April 1, 2021, policy renewal premiums will increase an average of 10.2%.  These amounts do not include the HFIAA 

Surcharge or any additional policy fees.  Nearly 80% of NFIP policyholders pay a full-risk rate and will not experience this rate 

increase.  

In addition to the rate increases, revisions to the NFIP “Flood Insurance Manual,” which is updated twice a year, went into effect 

on Oct. 1. FEMA incorporated the NFIP program changes published in April 2020 into this edition.  

Link to April 1, 2021, and January 1, 2022, Program Changes. 
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From the Division of Water 

 

New Flood Mapping Tool Helps Officials, Residents Manage Risk Near High-
Hazard Dams 

August 7, 2020 

Online map shows nearly 17,000 homes and businesses 

within dam inundation zones.  An online mapping tool that 

will provide important information to local officials and first 

responders for developing emergency response plans for 

high-hazard dams. 

The interactive map on the Kentucky Water Maps 

Portal identifies the approximate area, or inundation zone, at 

each of the dams assessed that is expected to be impacted 

in the event of a dam failure. The online tool uses satellite 

imagery which identifies properties, roads and geographic 

areas that could potentially be impacted in relation to the 

established FEMA flood zone.  The assessment identified 

nearly 3,000 business structures and almost 14,000 

residences within the Commonwealth’s high-hazard dam 

inundation zones. 

Dam-related hazard classifications (low, significant, and 

high) are categorized not by their physical condition but by 

their potential to inundate residences and businesses in the 

event of a dam failure.  A dam is classified as “high-hazard” when there are residences, businesses and other structures within its 

inundation zone that could cause loss of life or serious damage to houses, industrial or commercial buildings, important public 

utilities, main highways or major railroads. 

Watershed Management & Hazard Mitigation Planning: Collaborative Benefits in a 
Changing Climate 

Integrating water quality and water quantity management considerations using nature-based solutions can help mitigate 

flooding, while promoting social, economic, and environmental priorities.   

Toolkits 

1. EPA’s Flood Resilience Checklist: is your community prepared for a possible flood?  Completing this flood resilience: 

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-07/documents/floodresilience-checklist.pdf 

2. Flood Vulnerability Assessment for Critical Facilities: managers of critical facilities can take this assessment to identify their 

facility's potential vulnerabilities to flooding.  Receive a customized report summarizing risks and  

https://mrcc.illinois.edu/FVA/index.jsp  

3. Building Community Resilience with Nature-Based Solutions: A Guide for Local Communities: provides background 

information on nature-based solutions; and provides practical advice for planning and implementation.  

https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020- 08/fema_riskmap_nature-based-solutions-guide_2020.pdf 

4. Sustainable Development Code: provides information on removing code barriers, creating incentives, and filling in 

regulatory gaps.  https://sustainablecitycode.org/.)  

5. Association of State Floodplain Managers Flood Science Center’s Green Guide: highlights 25 of the 94 elements in the 2017 

CRS Coordinator’s Manual, which have beneficial impacts beyond flood risk reduction.  

https://www.floodsciencecenter.org/products/crs-community-resilience/green-guide/ 

Link to more information from DOW:  Nature-Based Solutions.Interested in integrating water quality and quantity 

management?  Email Mahtaab Bagherzadeh mahtaab.bagherzadeh@ky.gov or Perry Thomas perryt@ky.gov.  
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Earthquake Updates and Releases 

Procedures for Developing Multi-Period 
Response Spectra at Non-
Conterminous U. S. Sites 

June 2020 

 

The FEMA National Earthquake 

Hazards Reduction Program (NEHRP) 

released FEMA P-2078: Procedures for 

Developing Multi-Period Response Spectra 

at Non-Conterminous United States Sites. 

This FEMA and USGS joint resource 

publication is intended to: 

• Disseminate the new multi-period response spectra (MPRS) 

and related modifications to design criteria for adoption by 

ASCE/SEI 7-22 Minimum Design Loads and Associated Criteria 

for Buildings and Other Structure, and the 2024 International 

Building Codes.  

• Provide methods that will be used by the U.S. Geological 

Survey (USGS) to estimate MPRS for non-conterminous U.S. 

sites. 

FEMA P-2078 describes how MPRS can be applied to improve 

the accuracy of estimating earthquake ground motion, which 

can then be used to develop more reliable seismic loads for 

building design.  By adopting MPRS, engineers will be able to 

benefit from a more accurate representation of the earthquake 

risk posed to different buildings and locations.  This 

improvement of knowledge and seismic design would allow 

communities to become more prepared and resilient for future 

seismic events.  Below are some major changes associated with 

the new MPRS: 

• The risk-targeted maximum considered earthquake (MCER) 

ground motions in the FEMA 2020 NEHRP Provisions and 

ASCE/SEI 7-22 will be provided at 22 response periods 

(from peak ground acceleration (PGA) to 10 seconds) for the 

site class of interest. 

• The MRSP induced changes to MCER ground motions have 

incorporated the most recent 2018 National Seismic Hazard 

Model (NSHM) by the USGS. 

• Provides a technical basis and associated methods that will 

be used by the USGS to develop MPRS for the non-

conterminous U.S. sites that are not covered by the 2018 

NSHM. 

• Three new site classes have been added, making a total of 

eight site classes for future building design consideration. 

• The USGS will provide MPRS for all 22 response periods 

and eight site classes for any interest location within the U.S. 

 
 

NEHRP Recommended Seismic 
Provisions for New Buildings and 
Other Structures 

September 2020  

FEMA released FEMA P-2082, 2020 

National Earthquake Hazards Reduction 

Program (NEHRP) Recommended Seismic 

Provisions for New Buildings and Other 

Structures, which marks the tenth 

edition of this widely recognized and 

reputable technical resource document.  

The NEHRP Provisions have been an 

essential resource for improving 

national seismic design codes and standards, and construction 

practices.  

Changes contained in Parts 1 and 2 of the 2020 NEHRP 

Provisions are expected to be considered for adoption by 

ASCE/SEI 7-2022 Minimum Design Loads and Associated 

Criteria for Buildings and Other Structures, which will be later 

considered for adoption by the International Building Code 

2024.  Consistent with the 2009 and 2015 editions, the 2020 

NEHRP Provisions includes two volumes: 

Volume 1: Part 1 Provisions and Part 2 Commentary:  

Part 1 Provisions provides recommended changes to the 

seismic requirements of ASCE/SEI 7-16, Chapters 11 to 23.  Part 

2 Commentary provides a complete commentary for each 

chapter.  

Volume 2: Part 3 Resource Papers:  

Part 3 Resource Papers include 9 individual papers.  They 

provide background information for some changes in Part 1 

and introduce new concepts and procedures for experimental 

use by the design community, researchers, and standards-

development and codes-development organizations.  

You may also order a hard copy of the new Provisions for free 

by calling the FEMA publication warehouse number 1-800-480-

2520 or by emailing femapubs@gpo.gov.   

For more information about FEMA NEHRP, click here. 
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KAMM mailing address: KAMM, PO Box 1016, Frankfort, KY 40602-1016. 
Have questions, contact us at kentuckymitigation@gmail.com.  

Thanks 2020 KAMM Conference 

Sponsors! 

Click the sponsor logo to go to their website 
 

Platinum Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

Ben Conley, benjamin.conley@aecom.com  or Mike Taylor, 

Michael.Taylor@aecom.com 

 

 

 

 

Mike Greene, Mike.Greene@stantec.com or Katherine Osborne, 

Katherine.Osborne@stantec.com 

 

Gold Sponsor 

 

 

 

 

Tina Belz, tina.belz@gpdgroup.com  or Jimmy Stahl, 

jstahl@gpdgroup.com 

 

 

 

Bronze Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

Chris Budd, Chris.Budd@atkinsglobal.com 

 

 

 

Pamela Moore, Pamelagmoore@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Wallace, rwallace@quantumspatial.com 

 

 

 

 

 
Richard Walker, richard.walker@tetratech.com 

 

Join the KAMM group on Twitter, 

LinkedIn, and Facebook. 

 

KAMM was formed in order to promote natural hazard mitigation and management in Kentucky.  Our 
members represent local floodplain coordinators, planning and zoning officials, engineers, surveyors, 
GIS specialists, hydrologists, public safety and emergency managers. 
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