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Todd Bass 
Todd Bass serves Kentucky as NFIP Natural Hazards Program Specialist with FEMA Region IV’s Mitigation 
Division, Floodplain Management & Insurance Branch.  Todd’s deployment history spans 10 years and 
more than 30 Presidentially Declared Disasters for Mitigation and Individual Assistance.  
Email:  Todd.Bass@fema.dhs.gov  
  
Geni Jo Brawner  
Geni Jo Brawner came to Kentucky Emergency Management (KYEM) in July of 2012 from the Emergency 
Management Accreditation Program (EMAP).  While working at EMAP, Geni Jo worked with local and 
state emergency management programs helping them prepare for their EMAP Assessments.  Beginning 
as a planning grants manager for KYEM, Geni Jo advanced to the position of State Hazard Mitigation 
Officer (SHMO) in May 2014. She is a graduate of the University of Kentucky. 
Email:  geneva.j.brawner.nfg@mail.mil  
  
Marshall Carrier 
Marshall Carrier is a professional engineer with the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) who serves 
as Project Manager for the Mountain Parkway Expansion.  In this role, he is fully responsible for project 
delivery and overseeing its scope, schedule, and budget.  
Email:  Marshall.Carrier@ky.gov  
 
Rick Cochrane 
Rick Cochrane is an Emergency 9-1-1 Dispatcher-3 years (London-Laurel Co. Dispatch Center) and served 
as a Police Officer- Sergeant-9 years (London Police Department).  In addition, Rick is a DARE Instructor-
6 Years-Laurel County School System, a Medical Facility Executive Director/Safety Officer-6 years-
Marymount Medical Center-London, as well as a Private Investigator -KY Special Investigations Unit- 
2008-Present.  Rick also serves as the Public Safety/Risk Management Director-City of London-2010-
Present. 
Email:  rcochrane@londonpd.com 
 
Meghan Dunn 
Meghan Dunn, GISP, CFM is a GIS Specialist for AECOM in Louisville, Kentucky.  Her areas of expertise 
include:  development and management of geospatial data for spatial analysis and modeling, FEMA Risk 
MAP Production and Post-Preliminary Program Management, (MS4) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
Systems – GIS assistance for Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination, and Public Education and 
Outreach. Meghan was in the first GIS class at Jeffersontown High School, earned a B.S. in Geography 
from the University of Louisville (2008), and joined AECOM in 2010. 
Email:  Meghan.Dunn@aecom.com  
 
Kristen Dunaway 
Kristen Dunaway is the water policy analyst in the AECOM’s Louisville office, focusing on water quality 
and quantity issues.  Kristen assists communities with hazard mitigation, KDOWs Risk Map efforts, 
developing and implementing stormwater utilities, and supports MS4 communities with permit 
development, implementation and program support.   Kristen’s experience includes: developing hazard 
mitigation plans, implementing hazard mitigation strategies, FEMA Risk MAP Discovery implementation 
and report development, ordinance preparation, policy documents, consent decree implementation, 
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and stormwater utility level of service and cost of service studies.  Kristen has a bachelor’s degree in 
biology and a law degree from the University of Louisville. 
Email:  kristen.dunaway@aecom.com 
 
Steve Edge 
City of London, KY 
Email:  coflsaedge@gmail.com 
 
Tony Edwards 
Tony Edwards has been a Meteorologist for the National Weather Service (NWS) office in Jackson, KY 
since 2005.  After growing up in the hills of eastern Tennessee, Tony earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Atmospheric Sciences from the University of North Carolina at Asheville in 2002.  Tony then 
worked briefly at the National Climatic Data Center in Asheville before moving to Alaska to work for the 
National Weather Service.  After spending two years in the Arctic working at both the Barrow and 
Fairbanks NWS offices, Tony moved back to the Appalachians as an Incident Meteorologist for the NWS 
in Jackson, KY.  As part of his duties in eastern Kentucky, Tony has traveled to forecast the weather in 
support of Incident Management teams as they battled wildfires in several southern and western states.  
Tony's latest position as Warning Coordination Meteorologist allows him to work closely with area 
emergency managers before, during and after severe weather strikes. 
Email:  tony.edwards@noaa.gov  
  
Ginger Evans 
Ginger Evans, GISP, CFM is a Senior GIS Analyst for Stantec in their Lexington, Kentucky office. She has 
over 8 years of experience primarily serving clients such as the KDOW and the FEMA.  She currently 
leads the Stantec FEMA quality control team and is also part of the Joint Venture STARRII quality control 
team.  Ginger graduated from Eastern Kentucky University with a Bachelor degree in Geography 
specializing in GIS and natural hazards.  Away from work, she enjoys spending time with friends and 
family, traveling, and being outdoors.  
Email:  Ginger.Evans@stantec.com  
 
Whitney Fuquay 
Whitney Fuquay is a Project Manager & GIS Analyst with Amec Foster Wheeler in Nashville, TN.  Her 
current project work includes FEMA Risk MAP Projects, flood warning systems, asset management for 
commercial and municipal stormwater and other technology driven, decision support systems.  Whitney 
is a 2008 graduate of Tennessee Technological University, a GIS Professional (GISP), and CFM. 
Email:  whitney.fuquay@amecfw.com  
  
Patrick Fitzgerald 
Patrick Fitzgerald worked 23 years at the Louisville MSD.  During his career at MSD, he was deeply 
involved in stormwater, hazardous material management, industrial pretreatment, and wastewater.  He 
implemented and managed regulatory programs in all of these areas.  He also developed extensive GIS 
and database solutions to ensure these programs were able to demonstrate compliance with 
environmental regulations.  Patrick left MSD in the summer of 2013 and has worked at URS/AECOM 
working on MS4 program management, FEMA floodplain management, industrial permitting, 
environmental assessments, and ash pond retention strategies for power generation stations.  
Email:  patrick.fitzgerald@aecom.com 
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W. Nick Grinstead 
Nick Grinstead works with Kentucky Emergency Management through the University of Kentucky and 
Martin School of Public Policy and Administration’s Hazard Mitigation Grants Program Office.  He is a 
planner and planning grants manager where he reviews and edits local hazard mitigation plans and 
writes and provides technical assistance in the application for planning grants.  He is responsible 
currently for the Commonwealth’s hazard mitigation planning activities.  Nick has a Master’s Degree in 
Public Policy from the University of Kentucky’s Martin School of Public Policy and Administration.  He 
has pursued doctoral research in public finance and public policy at the University of Georgia and is 
currently completing his doctorate through the University of Kentucky.  
Email:  nick.grinstead@uky.edu  
  
Ron Gruzesky 
Ron is Kentucky’s new Dam Safety Officer, coming on board May 1, 2015.  Ron started his career in the 
U. S. Navy Civil Engineer Corps, and continues to serve through the Navy Reserve.  Navy career 
highlights include two Commanding Officer tours of Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 24, and he is 
currently the Commander, FIRST Naval Construction Regiment, Port Hueneme, CA. Between active duty 
and his current role, Ron served a 20-year career in the Kentucky Division of Waste Management, 
including 15 years as Manager, Solid Waste Branch.  He retired the first time from State Government in 
August, 2014.  Ron holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of Pittsburgh, a M.S. in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Kentucky, and is a graduate of the Joint Forces Staff College, Norfolk, 
VA and U.S. Marine Corps Institute Command and Staff College, Quantico, VA.  He is a licensed 
Professional Engineer in Kentucky.  
Email:  ron.gruzesky@ky.gov  
  
Jason Hart 
Jason Hart was raised on his family farm in Richmond, KY.  An Alumni of EKU where he studied 
Engineering & Computer Aided Drafting with emphasis on construction and materials.  Jason started in 
the private sector, at a local engineering firm, designing public infrastructure, commercial and 
residential developments for the City, County and surrounding areas. Currently Jason is the Director of 
Planning & Zoning, MS4 Manager & Floodplain Coordinator for the City of Richmond.  With 16 years of 
experience and dedication in the civil development field, Jason was awarded the inaugural 2013 
Floodplain Manager of the year award by KAMM. 
Email:  Jhart@richmond.ky.us 
 
Ed Holmes 
Edward J. Holmes is a certified planner with over 35 years of experience focusing on incorporating 
sustainable planning strategies into redevelopment, master planning, environmental justice, and land 
use plans.  As an urban planner and Principal in EHI Consultants, Ed has created sustainable 
development frameworks that provide benchmark considerations for future environmentally 
responsible planning and sustainable neighborhoods.  Ed has direct experience with numerous public-
sector and private-sector projects throughout the Southeast United States.  He has been recognized by 
the planning profession for his planning efforts in neighborhood planning, environmental justice and 
farmland preservation.  Ed received his Bachelor of Arts in Urban Planning and Design from the 
University of Cincinnati. 
Email:  holmes@ehiconsultants.org  
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Josh Human 
Josh Human has over 16 years of experience within the disaster management and resilience fields.  His 
expertise lies in the fields of hazard mitigation planning, resilience planning, recovery planning, 
Geographic Information System (GIS) assessment modeling, hazard research, and community 
engagement. He has an excellent track record of building relationships and managing projects with 
multiple clients (FEMA, HUD, EDA, EPA, DHS, USGS and State/local/university/business partners) across 
multiple disciplines.  He helped facilitate the formation of the Center for Hazards Research and Policy 
Development at the University of Louisville, for twelve years prior to joining Stantec.  He has cross 
disciplinary experience within the field of disaster planning, including creating plans for natural/man-
made hazards, resilience/recovery, economic development, and public/private health.  Josh has been 
published multiple times and has presented across the world on the subjects of disaster management 
and resilience. 
Email:  josh.human@stantec.com 
 
Shemeeka Hopkins  
Shemeeka Hopkins is a Hazard Mitigation Assistance Specialist for the FEMA, Region IV in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Shemeeka serves as one of two Specialists assigned to provide ongoing support and technical 
assistance to the Commonwealth of Kentucky for projects funded under the Hazard Mitigation 
Assistance grant programs.  Shemeeka recently served as the Mitigation Lead for the most recent 
Presidential Disaster Declarations for the Commonwealth of Kentucky, collaborating with the state to 
ensure Mitigation is part of the recovery efforts.  Prior to joining FEMA in 2013, Shemeeka was 
employed by the Georgia Emergency Management Agency where she worked as the lead Grants 
Specialist, working with various FEMA grant programs dealing specifically with the financial oversight of 
management costs, performing grant analysis and providing budget projections for program areas.  
Shemeeka started her Emergency Management career in the Bureau of Mitigation with the Florida 
Division of Emergency Management in 2006.  During her tenure, she managed Florida’s state funded 
mitigation program and grant awards under FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.  Shemeeka also 
supervised and assisted staff with the implementation and closeout of projects funded under FEMA Non 
Disaster mitigation grant programs.   
Email:  shemeeka.hopkins@fema.dhs.gov 
  
Carey Johnson  
Carey Johnson is an Environmental Scientist Consultant in the Director’s Office at the KDOW.  He serves 
as the Cooperating Technical Partners (CTP) Program Manager for the division and has overseen flood 
map updates for all counties in KY.  His role at KDOW includes leading Risk MAP efforts for the 
Commonwealth and to strategically coordinate the division’s water resources programs, including the 
National Flood Insurance Program, stream construction and floodplain compliance, dam safety, levee 
safety and water quantity issues.  He serves on the KY State Hazard Mitigation Council, the state-wide 
LIDAR/orthoimagery technical advisory committee, and the FEMA Flood Control Structure Integrated 
Project Team (IPT).  He is also the state lead for the Kentucky Silver Jackets charter. He is a founding 
member, past chair, and current vice-chair of KAMM.  Prior to being CTP Program Manager, Carey was 
the state NFIP Coordinator for 3 years.  Carey is the current KAMM Vice-Chair. 
Email:  carey.johnson@ky.gov  
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Jimmy Kiser 
Jimmy Kiser is the Pike County Flood Plain Manager and works diligently with KYEM on HMA funding 
opportunities to assist Pike County in being more resilient.  Jimmy also is the 2014 Floodplain Manager 
of the Year.   
Email:  jkiser@setel.com 
  
Mike Knust 
Mike Knust is a GIS analyst with Stantec Consulting Services, Inc.  He is a graduate of the University of 
Kentucky with a bachelor of science in Geography.  He has nine years of experience with performing 
floodplain delineation and DFIRM production for over twenty counties in FEMA Regions V and VII.  He 
also has worked with several CTPs on the FEMA Risk MAP project in Region IV and Region V, including 
Kentucky.  Mike is a CFM with the ASFPM, and is also a registered GISP. 
Email:  Michael.Knust@stantec.com  
  
Jeremiah Lant 
Jeremiah Lant is a Hydrologist for the USGS Kentucky Water Science Center.  He received his M.S. in 
geodetic science from Ohio State University and his B.S. in physics from the University of Kentucky.  His 
work involves hydrodynamic modeling, rainfall-runoff modeling, and software development. 
Email:  jlant@usgs.gov  
  
Amanda LeMaster 
Amanda LeMaster is a Hazard Mitigation Project Manager for the KY Division of Emergency 
Management since august of 2011.  Amanda primarily works in the Barren River, Gateway, Big Sandy, 
FIVCO, and KRADD Area Development Districts (ADDS). 
Email:  amanda.b.lemaster2.nfg@mail.mil  
  
Keld Madsen 
Keld Madsen has 10+ years of professional geospatial consulting services experience and serves as the 
Information Management Department Manager and Project Manager for Amec Foster Wheeler in 
Nashville.  He has extensive project management experience and has managed several application 
development projects implemented as both desktop, web based and cloud solutions.  The main body of 
his work has been implementing decision support systems on various systems to both federal and state 
agencies.  Overall he’s just a really nice guy with a great sense of humour and a totally down to earth 
demeanor.   
Email:  keld.madsen@amecfw.com  
  
Davis Murphy 
Davis Murphy is a Water Resources Engineer residing in the AECOM Louisville office where he primarily 
plans and executes floodplain analysis work for Flood Insurance Studies, dam safety, and roadway 
drainage.  Davis received his Master of Engineering in Civil Engineering from the University of Louisville 
J.B. Speed School of Engineering.  He has seven years of professional experience in floodplain hydrology 
and hydraulics. 
Email:  davis.murphy@aecom.com  
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Katherine Osborne 
Katherine Osborne is a Project Engineer with Stantec in the Lexington office.  Her experience includes 
hydrology and hydraulics for the purpose of floodplain mapping and Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) 
production as well as the development of Risk MAP products.  Her focus is on community outreach and 
engagement for mitigation and resilience and is currently part of Stantec’s team assisting communities 
with the National Disaster Resilience Competition.  She received both her Bachelors and Masters in Civil 
Engineering at the University of Mississippi. 
Email:  katherine.osborne@stantec.com  
 
Rachel Phillips 
Rachel Phillips has over 13 years of experience in land use and community planning, development 
review, and plan implementation.  Most of her work has been in Kentucky with an emphasis in 
comprehensive and neighborhood planning.  She has worked on various plans involving local 
governments with vast knowledge of community engagement processes.  Ms. Phillips is a Senior Planner 
at EHI consultants that has previously worked for the Auckland City Council, New Zealand, Army Corps of 
Engineers, and Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government-Division of Planning, Georgetown-Scott 
County Planning Commission and Lincoln Trail ADD.  Ms. Phillips earned her Bachelor of Science in 
Geography with a concentration in City and Regional Planning from Western Kentucky University and a 
Master of Urban Planning from the University of Illinois.  
Email:  phillips@ehiconsultants.org  
  
Cindy Popplewell  
Cindy Popplewell is a Hazard Mitigation Lead / Senior Project Manager in AMEC’s Hazard Mitigation and 
Emergency Management Program and has over 19 years of water resources engineering experience 
with a current focus on hazard mitigation and emergency management.  Cindy has been the project 
manager on multiple state and local Disaster Mitigation Act (DMA) mitigation plans and is experienced 
in leading disaster recovery efforts. Recent disaster recovery efforts include serving as the quality 
assurance lead for residential damage assessments in New Jersey following Hurricane Sandy and as the 
project manager for residential and stormwater infrastructure damage assessments in Nashville, TN, 
following a major flood event in May 2010.   
Email:  cindy.popplewell@amecfw.com 
 
Abigail Rains  
In May 2001, Abby Rains joined the Division of Water, working in the Enforcement Branch, where she 
settled cases between the state and municipalities, industries, and home owners.  In July 2004, she 
began working in the KPDES Branch of the Division of Water, in the municipal section, where she 
performed inspections and audits of the approved pretreatment programs across the state.  In January 
2007, she accepted the position as MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System) Coordinator, this 
position includes the inspection and permitting of the 102 MS4 communities across the state. She also 
acts as the Discharge Monitoring Report Quality Assurance Program Coordinator and is the acting 
National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator.  
Email:  Abigail.Rains@ky.gov  
  
Thomas Ruby 
Thomas Ruby is a Supervisory Hydrologist for the USGS Indiana-Kentucky Water Science Center.  He 
received both his M.S. in earth science and B.A. in political science/pre-law from California University of 
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Pennsylvania.  His work involves bathymetric surveying, geophysical collection, USGS streamgage 
network, direct and indirect discharge measuring, and HydroAcoustic non-invasive tools. 
Email:  aruby@usgs.gov  
  
Tom Springer 
Tom Springer, AICP, CEP, has more than two decades of environmental experience.  His primary role at 
QK4, Inc. is the management of Planning and NEPA projects, business development, and leading the 
firm's Planning and Environmental Team. 
Email:  tspringer@qk4.com  
 
Michael Taylor 
Michael Taylor is a Project Manager with AECOM.  Michael managed Kentucky Risk MAP projects in 
seven Kentucky counties – Boyd, Greenup, Hancock, Lewis, Magoffin, Mason, and Pike along with 
portions of the Upper Cumberland Watershed, Tug Fork Watershed, and Lower Levisa 
Watershed.  Michael is currently managing Risk MAP projects in the Lower Kentucky Watershed and 
Lower Cumberland Watershed.  Mike is a CFM and a Professional Engineer registered in Kentucky.   
Email:  Michael.Taylor@aecom.com 
 
Sarah Taylor 
Sarah Taylor has over 14 years of experience in water resources and is a graduate of the University of 
Louisville with a Master’s Degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering.  She is the owner of 
GeoMorphics, a woman owned business with a focus on providing geographic information system (GIS) 
services, environmental engineering, and water resource solutions.  Sarah has dedicated her career to 
serving communities through sustainable water resource design and management solutions. 
Email:  sarah.taylor@geomorphics.com  
 
Amanda Wallace 
Amanda Wallace, GISP joined the Stantec Lexington, Kentucky office, May 2014, as a GIS Analyst with 5 
years of GIS experience. Her previous work was in environmental litigation, commercial real estate, and 
a project based position at University of Kentucky involving campus building inventory. Currently, 
Amanda has primarily been serving clients such as the FEMA and Kentucky Division of Water (KDOW) 
focusing on creation of FEMA’s suite of non-regulatory products. Amanda graduated from California 
University of Pennsylvania (south of Pittsburgh) with a Bachelor degree in Geography concentrated in 
GIS and Emergency Management.  In her free time, Amanda enjoys time with her family, being active 
outdoors, and playing with her pup Nash.  
Email:  Amanda.Wallace@stantec.com  
  
Esther White  
Esther White has been a grants manager with the Hazard Mitigation Grants Program at the University of 
Kentucky’s Martin School of Public Policy & Administration since 2007.  As contracted staff for the State 
Hazard Mitigation Officer at KYEM, Esther has worked with many communities and agencies statewide 
to secure funding and implement mitigation projects with HMGP and PDM/FMA funds.  With a 
background in business, economics, nonprofit management, and public administration, Esther also 
serves on the KAMM Board of Directors as Region IV Representative. 
Email:  eewhit3@uky.edu  
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Harsha Wijesiri 
Harsha Wijesiri is the project manager for the City of Richmond Water Street project.  He graduated 
from University of Kentucky with a BSC and MSC in Civil Engineering. He has 18 years of experience in 
highway design, utility infrastructure and storm water management. 
Email:  Harsha@int-Engineering.com  
  
Demetrio Zourarakis 
Demetrio P. Zourarakis is a GIS and Remote Sensing Analyst with the Kentucky Division of Geographic 
Information; his duties include data processing and information analysis, as well as outreach and agency 
consultation and coordination. He also administers the Kentucky Esri Site License Program for 
Postsecondary Education.  He holds GISP (GISCI) and Certified Mapping Scientist (ASPRS) – Remote 
Sensing and GIS/LIS, certifications and re-certifications. He holds a Ph.D. from the University of 
Kentucky, a M.Sc. from Iowa State University and a B.S. from the University of Buenos Aires, Argentina.  
Demetrio is a charter member of the Kentucky Association of Mapping Professionals (KAMP) and the 
Cumberland Chapter of Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (URISA).  He is a member 
or chair of several state, regional and national technical committees, and serves in several advisory roles 
to projects and programs.  He has received numerous awards, published articles and monographs and 
presents regularly at conferences. 
Email:  demetrio.zourarakis@ky.gov  


